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Throughout his academic career, Anthony C. Yu has employed a comparative approach to literary analysis
that pays careful attention to the religious and philosophical elements of Chinese and Western texts. His
mastery of both canons remains unmatched in the field, and his immense knowledge of the contexts that
gave rise to each tradition supplies the foundations for ideal comparative scholarship.

In these essays, Yu explores the overlap between literature and religion in Chinese and Western literature.
He opens with a principal method for relating texts to religion and follows with several essays that apply this
approach to single texts in discrete traditions: the Greek religion in Prometheus; Christian theology in
Milton; ancient Chinese philosophical thought in Laozi; and Chinese religious syncretism in The Journey to
the West.

Yu's essays juxtapose Chinese and Western texts& mdash; Cratylus next to Xunzi, for example& mdash;and
discuss their relationship to language and subjects, such as liberal Greek education against general education
in China. He compares a specific Western text and religion to a specific Chinese text and religion. He
considers the Divina Commedia in the context of Catholic theology alongside The Journey to the West as it
relates to Chinese syncretism, united by the theme of pilgrimage. Yet Yu's focus isn't entirely tied to the
classics. He also considers the struggle for human rights in China and how this topic relates to ancient
Chinese social thought and modern notions of rights in the West.

"In virtually every high-cultural system," Yu writes, "be it the Indic, the Islamic, the Sino-Japanese, or the
Judeo& mdash;Christian, the literary tradition has developed in intimate& mdash;indeed, often intertwining-
relation to religious thought, practice, institution, and symbolism." Comparative Journeys is a major step
toward unraveling this complexity, revealing through the skilled observation of texts the extraordinary
intimacy between two supposedly disparate languages and cultures.
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From reader reviews:

Winston Nakashima:

The feeling that you get from Comparative Journeys: Essays on Literature and Religion East and West
(Masters of Chinese Studies) is the more deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more
you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Comparative Journeys:
Essays on Literature and Religion East and West (Masters of Chinese Studies) giving you enjoyment feeling
of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone
who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Comparative Journeys: Essays on Literature and
Religion East and West (Masters of Chinese Studies) instantly.

Dana Hanley:

Typically the book Comparative Journeys: Essays on Literature and Religion East and West (Masters of
Chinese Studies) will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea
is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Comparative
Journeys: Essays on Literature and Religion East and West (Masters of Chinese Studies) is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier
to read the book.

Lillian Thrasher:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Comparative Journeys: Essays
on Literature and Religion East and West (Masters of Chinese Studies) that give your fun preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to
know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of
you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Comparative Journeys: Essays on
Literature and Religion East and West (Masters of Chinese Studies) become your own personal starter.

Jack Murray:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Comparative Journeys: Essays on
Literature and Religion East and West (Masters of Chinese Studies) to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple
book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to
be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the guide Comparative Journeys: Essays



on Literature and Religion East and West (Masters of Chinese Studies) can to be your brand new friend
when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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