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Diplomatic interference carries considerable potential for disruption. In this context, diplomats have been
accused of insulting behaviour, the funding of political parties, incitement to terrorism and even attempts to
topple the host government. Reactions can be harsh: expulsions are common and, occasionally, diplomatic
relations are severed altogether.
But an evaluation under international law faces challenges. Often enough, charges of interference are made
when legitimate interests are involved ? for instance, when diplomats criticise the human rights record of
their hosts. In such cases, diplomats may be able to invoke grounds which are recognised under international
law.
On the basis of more than 300 cases of alleged diplomatic interference and the practice of about 100 States
and territories, Diplomatic Interference and the Law provides an examination of the main areas in which
charges of meddling have arisen ? such as lobbying activities, contacts with the opposition, propaganda, the
use of threats and insults and the granting of asylum. It analyses situations in which the sovereignty of the
receiving State meets competing interests and offers solutions which avoid a conflict of norms. It concludes
with useful advice for foreign offices and diplomatic agents and underlines the most efficient ways of
dealing with situations of alleged interference.

''A book that is here to stay! It is essential reading for diplomats, academics, journalists, students and
everyone who has an interest in international law and justice. Based on rigorous research, Paul Behrens' book
offers new and thoughtful perspectives on the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations which we drafted
in 1961. It demonstrates just how important it is to have a lawyer of his impartiality and integrity if we want
to reach peaceful and lasting solutions in international relations. Diplomatic Interference and the Law has the
makings of an instant classic, and I have no doubt that it will pave the way for the sorely needed reform of
diplomatic law.''
Dr Nelson Iriñiz Casás, Vice President of the Committee of the Whole of the Vienna Conference on
Diplomatic Relations in 1961; former Head of the diplomatic missions of Uruguay to Austria,
Czechoslovakia, Hong Kong, Denmark and Sweden; author of Corrupción en la ONU.

''Dr Behrens's book rigorously analyses the legal doctrine of non-interference by diplomats in their hosts'
internal affairs, and how it may conflict with legal obligations to combat, for example, denial of self-
determination and breaches of human rights. Exhaustively researched and in accessible language, with
copious, often entertaining examples, it will be an indispensable guide for diplomats. "Behrens on diplomatic
interference" will be cited as the definitive authority on the matter for the foreseeable future. I recommend
this book to diplomats, lawyers and the general reader: they will all read and refer to it with profit and
immense pleasure.''
Sir Brian Barder KCMG, BA (Cantab.), is a former British ambassador to Ethiopia, Bénin and Poland and
High Commissioner to Nigeria and Australia.

''Paul Behrens' book breaks new ground. It is the first study to focus on the vexed question of diplomatic
'meddling' in the domestic affairs of the receiving State. It has heightened topicality as many Western
governments in their concern to promote human rights and democracy urge their diplomats to be active in
their support of civil society, particularly in countries with authoritarian governments. This book is replete



with case studies covering the 50 years since the signature of the Vienna Convention and provides an
invaluable pathway through this legal minefield.''
Sir Ivor Roberts KCMG FCIL, President of Trinity College, Oxford; Former British Ambassador to
Yugoslavia, Ireland and Italy
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Dews:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it
means that reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a
book. These are reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the
person who don't like studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem
or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this Diplomatic Interference and the Law, (Studies in
International Law).

Christopher McCrady:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is Diplomatic Interference and the Law, (Studies in International Law).

Fanny Rutledge:

This Diplomatic Interference and the Law, (Studies in International Law) is great publication for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we
can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Diplomatic Interference and the Law, (Studies in International Law) in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book
that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Juan Jensen:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Diplomatic Interference and
the Law, (Studies in International Law) is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach,
train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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