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There are numerous time-honored stories which have become so incorporated into the literature and thought
of our race that a knowledge of them is an indispensable part of one’s education. These stories are of several
different classes. To one class belong the popular fairy tales which have delighted untold generations of
children, and will continue to delight them to the end of time. To another class belong the limited number of
fables that have come down to us through many channels from hoar antiquity. To a third belong the
charming stories of olden times that are derived from the literatures of ancient peoples, such as the Greeks
and the Hebrews. A fourth class includes the half-legendary tales of a distinctly later origin, which have for
their subjects certain romantic episodes in the lives of well-known heroes and famous men, or in the history
of a people.

It is to this last class that most of the fifty stories contained in the present volume belong. As a matter of
course, some of these stories are better known, and therefore more famous, than others. Some have a slight
historical value; some are useful as giving point to certain great moral truths; others are products solely of
the fancy, and are intended only to amuse. Some are derived from very ancient sources, and are current in the
literature of many lands; some have come to us through the ballads and folk tales of the English people; a
few are of quite recent origin; nearly all are the subjects of frequent allusions in poetry and prose and in the
conversation of educated people. Care has been taken to exclude everything that is not strictly within the
limits of probability; hence there is here no trespassing upon the domain of the fairy tale, the fable, or the
myth.

That children naturally take a deep interest in such stories, no person can deny; that the reading of them will
not only give pleasure, but will help to lay the foundation for broader literary studies, can scarcely be
doubted. It is believed, therefore, that the present collection will be found to possess an educative value
which will commend it as a supplementary reader in the middle primary grades at school. It is also hoped
that the book will prove so attractive that it will be in demand out of school as well as in.

Acknowledgments are due to Mrs. Charles A. Lane, by whom eight or ten of the stories were suggested.
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From reader reviews:

William Mayer:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Fifty Famous Stories Retold (Illustrated).

Barbie Brookins:

The book Fifty Famous Stories Retold (Illustrated) can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Fifty Famous
Stories Retold (Illustrated)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
Fifty Famous Stories Retold (Illustrated) has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Larry Dolin:

Typically the book Fifty Famous Stories Retold (Illustrated) will bring you to the new experience of reading
a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to learn,
this book very suitable to you. The book Fifty Famous Stories Retold (Illustrated) is much recommended to
you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Alita Schmidt:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Fifty Famous Stories Retold (Illustrated).
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