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In a variety of themes and approaches, the symposium papers reproduced in this volume explore in unusual
depth and detail the first book in the Book of Mormon—First Nephi.

The introductory chapter, comprising remarks by Elder Neal A. Maxwell, centers on the value of the Book of
Mormon in answering "the great question... Is there really a redeeming Christ?" His emphatic answer is yes,
and that from the title page to the last page of this sacred scripture "God's encompassing purposes are set
forth."

The ensuing chapters reinforce that concept. One of them reviews the historical background of the plates
from which the Book of Mormon was translated, while another examines the title page itself, citing Joseph
Smith's notation that it was a "literal translation, taken from the... book of plates." Other contributors
demonstrate how the Book of Mormon is another testament of Jesus Christ; how its biblical allusions and its
affirmations of God's dealings with man establish the truth of the Bible; and how textual evidences further
verify the authenticity of the Book of Mormon.

Both theological and practical issues are considered. B. H. Roberts's writings on the Book of Mormon and
the Atonement are explored, for example, and an examination of early Christianity as described in First
Nephi gives particular attention to what is there referred to as the great and abominable church. It is shown
also that by small means God brings about great things, and that—along with using the Book of Mormon as
a guide—keeping the commandments, following living prophets, and seeking personal revelation are vital to
the objective of living close to the Lord.

Another prominent theme in First Nephi is the Tree of Life vision. One contributor suggests how this vision
teaches the pattern of the eternal family; another notes that Nephi's vision of the grand vistas of the future
teaches much about faith, the attributes of God, and the mysteries of God; a third examines a possible
archaeological depiction of the Tree of Life of Lehi's and Nephi's visions.

In a review of the migrations to the "land choice above all others," details of the geography and customs of
those times give valuable insights into Lehi's arduous trek; an analysis of Lehi's voyage demonstrates how
readers can expand their understanding of such an event; and a discussion shows how the promised land was
prepared and protected by the Lord and then opened to various groups of people at appropriate times.

Bringing the book to a close, President Jeffrey R. Holland adds his testimony that the Book of Mormon was
"written, watched over, preserved, revealed, translated, published, and carried to the world to
declare—again—that... God does speak to men."
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From reader reviews:

Linda Yohe:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled First Nephi: The
Doctrinal Foundation (Book of Mormon symposium series)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Martina Smith:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book First Nephi: The Doctrinal
Foundation (Book of Mormon symposium series) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far
more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading any book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best
book or appropriate book with you?

Yvonne Matz:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for your requirements is First Nephi: The Doctrinal Foundation (Book of Mormon symposium series) this e-
book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is
the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically
the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Edward Sullivan:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can have the
e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like First Nephi: The Doctrinal
Foundation (Book of Mormon symposium series) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's notice.
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