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In Hard Interests, Soft Illusions, Natasha Hamilton-Hart explores the belief held by foreign policy elites in
much of Southeast Asia-Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand, Singapore, and Vietnam-that the
United States is a relatively benign power. She argues that this belief is an important factor underpinning
U.S. preeminence in the region, because beliefs inform specific foreign policy decisions and form the basis
for broad orientations of alignment, opposition, or nonalignment. Such foundational beliefs, however, do not
simply reflect objective facts and reasoning processes. Hamilton-Hart argues that they are driven by both
interests-in this case the political and economic interests of ruling groups in Southeast Asia-and illusions.

Hamilton-Hart shows how the information landscape and standards of professional expertise within the
foreign policy communities of Southeast Asia shape beliefs about the United States. These opinions
frequently rest on deeply biased understandings of national history that dominate perceptions of the past and
underlie strategic assessments of the present and future. Members of the foreign policy community rarely
engage in probabilistic reasoning or effortful knowledge-testing strategies. This does not mean, she
emphasizes, that the beliefs are insincere or merely instrumental rationalizations. Rather, cognitive and
affective biases in the ways humans access and use information mean that interests influence beliefs; how
they do so depends on available information, the social organization and practices of a professional sphere,
and prevailing standards for generating knowledge.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Reynolds:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about
the data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons
or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this
Hard Interests, Soft Illusions: Southeast Asia and American Power.

Roman Leonard:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill
your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should
read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Hard Interests, Soft Illusions:
Southeast Asia and American Power can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Marylouise Potter:

Hard Interests, Soft Illusions: Southeast Asia and American Power can be one of your beginner books that
are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Hard Interests,
Soft Illusions: Southeast Asia and American Power although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader
the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Catherine Lyons:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Hard Interests, Soft Illusions: Southeast Asia and American Power will give you new experience in
examining a book.
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