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Thomas Tessler has cloistered himself in his bedroom and shut out the world for the past three years. His
wife, Silke, lives right in the next room, but Thomas no longer shares his life with her, leaving his hideout
only occasionally, in the wee hours of the night, to pick up food at the grocery store around the corner from
their Manhattan apartment. Unable to cope with a devastating loss, Thomas has become isolated and
withdrawn. He is hikikomori.

Desperate for one last chance to salvage their life together, Silke hires Megumi, a young  Japanese immigrant
attuned to the hikikomori phenomenon, to lure Thomas back into the world. Fleeing from her own shattering
experience, Megumi has buried her pain in a fast life spent in nightclubs with nameless men. Now she will
try to help Thomas and Silke as a “rental sister,” as they are known in Japan. At first Thomas remains
steadfast and sequestered, but as he grows to trust Megumi, a deepening and sensual relationship unfolds.

Hikikomori and the Rental Sister is a taut novel that packs a big philosophical punch. In this revelatory and
provocative debut, Jeff Backhaus asks, What are the risks of intimacy? Can another woman ever lead a
husband back to his wife? And what must we surrender for love? Hikikomori and the Rental Sister pierces
the emotional walls of grief and delves into the power of human connection to break through to the world
waiting ?outside.
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From reader reviews:

Naomi Taylor:

The book Hikikomori and the Rental Sister: A Novel gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Hikikomori and the
Rental Sister: A Novel being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
open and read a publication Hikikomori and the Rental Sister: A Novel. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Joy Carlson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Hikikomori and the Rental Sister: A Novel, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Mary Peterson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or thinking
skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can satisfy your
short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more time to be
study. Hikikomori and the Rental Sister: A Novel can be your answer because it can be read by you actually
who have those short extra time problems.

Sally Kim:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Hikikomori and the Rental Sister: A Novel was filled about
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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