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New Directions in American Politics introduces students not just to how the American political system works
but also to how political science works. La Raja brings together top scholars to write original essays across
the standard curriculum of American government and politics, capturing emerging research in the discipline
in a way that is accessible for undergraduates. Each chapter combines substantive knowledge with the kind
of skill-building and analytical inquiry that is being touted in higher education everywhere. Contributors to
New Directions highlight why the questions they seek to answer are critical for understanding American
politics, and situate them in the broader context of controversies in research.

The teaching of American politics follows a well-worn path. Textbooks for introductory courses hew to a
traditional set of chapters that describe the Founding, American institutions, the ways citizens participate in
politics, and sometimes public policy. The material rarely engages students in the kind of questions that
animate scholarship on politics. One hurdle for instructors is finding material that reflects quality
scholarship—and thus teaches students about why, not just what—and yet is accessible for undergraduates.
Articles in scholarly journals are typically unsuited for undergraduate courses, particularly introductory
courses. What is needed is a book that conveys exciting trends in scholarship across vital topics in American
politics and illustrates analytical thinking. New Directions in American Politics is that book and will be an
ideal companion to standard textbooks that focus mostly on nuts and bolts of politics.

The book features:

Contributions from a top-notch cast of active scholars and a highly regarded editor●

A focus on analytical thinking that addresses questions of causality●

Full coverage of the American politics curriculum●

Short interviews with each contributor on a companion website to help the research come alive and prompt●

critical thinking questions for students

Work that draws on the highest quality research in political science but is written specifically for first year●

undergraduate students.



There is simply no book like this available to the growing number of faculty who want their introductory
American politics course to be a reflection of the political science discipline and not just the nuts and bolt
facts of the American political system.
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From reader reviews:

Andy Breaux:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this New Directions in American Politics.

Rana Jensen:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled New Directions in American Politics can be fine book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Brandi Johnson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer could be New Directions in American Politics why because the amazing cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Willodean Samples:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This publication New Directions in American Politics was filled about science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the
modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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