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In 1983, Boston and Chicago elected progressive mayors with deep roots among community activists.
Taking office as the Reagan administration was withdrawing federal aid from local governments, Boston's
Raymond Flynn and Chicago's Harold Washington implemented major policies that would outlast them.
More than reforming governments, they changed the substance of what the government was trying to do:
above all, to effect a measure of redistribution of resources to the cities' poor and working classes and away
from hollow goals of "growth" as measured by the accumulation of skyscrapers. In Boston, Flynn moderated
an office development boom while securing millions of dollars for affordable housing. In Chicago,
Washington implemented concrete measures to save manufacturing jobs, against the tide of national policy
and trends.

Activists in City Hall examines how both mayors achieved their objectives by incorporating neighborhood
activists as a new organizational force in devising, debating, implementing, and shaping policy. Based in
extensive archival research enriched by details and insights gleaned from hours of interviews with key
figures in each administration and each city's activist community, Pierre Clavel argues that key to the success
of each mayor were numerous factors: productive contacts between city hall and neighborhood activists,
strong social bases for their agendas, administrative innovations, and alternative visions of the city.
Comparing the experiences of Boston and Chicago with those of other contemporary progressive cities-
Hartford, Berkeley, Madison, Santa Cruz, Santa Monica, Burlington, and San Francisco-Activists in City
Hall provides a new account of progressive urban politics during the Reagan era and offers many valuable
lessons for policymakers, city planners, and progressive political activists.
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From reader reviews:

Armando Lemaire:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Activists in City Hall: The Progressive
Response to the Reagan Era in Boston and Chicago will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel
much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading
the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking
best book or suitable book with you?

Nancy Kline:

The book untitled Activists in City Hall: The Progressive Response to the Reagan Era in Boston and Chicago
is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be
shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was
did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of Activists in City Hall: The Progressive Response to the Reagan
Era in Boston and Chicago from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Sandra Davis:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Activists in City Hall: The Progressive Response to the Reagan Era in Boston and Chicago.
You can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and
make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you
from one destination for a other place.

David Burch:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By
book Activists in City Hall: The Progressive Response to the Reagan Era in Boston and Chicago we can
have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a
book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by
this book Activists in City Hall: The Progressive Response to the Reagan Era in Boston and Chicago. You
can more inviting than now.
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