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John Cort explores the narratives by which the Jains have explained the presence of icons of Jinas (their
enlightened and liberated teachers) that are worshiped and venerated in the hundreds of thousands of Jain
temples throughout India. Most of these narratives portray icons favorably, and so justify their existence; but
there are also narratives originating among iconoclastic Jain communities that see the existence of temple
icons as a sign of decay and corruption. The veneration of Jina icons is one of the most widespread of all Jain
ritual practices. Nearly every Jain community in India has one or more elaborate temples, and as the Jains
become a global community there are now dozens of temples in North America, Europe, Africa, and East
Asia. The cult of temples and icons goes back at least two thousand years, and indeed the largest of the four
main subdivisions of the Jains are called Murtipujakas, or Icon Worshipers. A careful reading of narratives
ranging over the past 15 centuries, says Cort, reveals a level of anxiety and defensiveness concerning icons,
although overt criticism of the icons only became explicit in the last 500 years. He provides detailed studies
of the most important pro- and anti-icon narratives. Some are in the form of histories of the origins and
spread of icons. Others take the form of cosmological descriptions, depicting a vast universe filled with
eternal Jain icons. Finally, Cort looks at more psychological explanations of the presence of icons, in which
icons are defended as necessary spiritual corollaries to the very fact of human embodiedness.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Williams:

In other case, little people like to read book Framing the Jina: Narratives of Icons and Idols in Jain History.
You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any
book Framing the Jina: Narratives of Icons and Idols in Jain History. You can add know-how and of course
you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It
is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Victor Loy:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book
Framing the Jina: Narratives of Icons and Idols in Jain History. All type of book is it possible to see on many
options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Kimberly Lunceford:

The event that you get from Framing the Jina: Narratives of Icons and Idols in Jain History is a more deep
you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to understand but Framing the Jina: Narratives of Icons and Idols in Jain History
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by
anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this Framing the Jina: Narratives of Icons and
Idols in Jain History instantly.

Anthony Davidson:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Framing the Jina: Narratives of Icons and
Idols in Jain History to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Framing the Jina: Narratives of Icons and Idols in Jain
History can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the
time.
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