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The United States had never lost a war—that is, until 1975, when it was forced to flee Saigon in humiliation
after losing to what Lyndon Johnson called a "raggedy-ass little fourth-rate country." The legacy of this first
defeat has haunted every president since, especially on the decision of whether to put "boots on the ground"
and commit troops to war.

In Haunting Legacy, the father-daughter journalist team of Marvin Kalb and Deborah Kalb presents a
compelling, accessible, and hugely important history of presidential decisionmaking on one crucial issue: in
light of the Vietnam debacle, under what circumstances should the United States go to war?

The sobering lesson of Vietnam is that the United States is not invincible—it can lose a war—and thus it
must be more discriminating about the use of American power. Every president has faced the ghosts of
Vietnam in his own way, though each has been wary of being sucked into another unpopular war. Ford
(during the Mayaguez crisis) and both Bushes (Persian Gulf, Iraq, Afghanistan) deployed massive force, as if
to say, "Vietnam, be damned." On the other hand, Carter, Clinton, and Reagan (to the surprise of many)
acted with extreme caution, mindful of the Vietnam experience. Obama has also wrestled with the Vietnam
legacy, using doses of American firepower in Libya while still engaged in Iraq and Afghanistan.

The authors spent five years interviewing hundreds of officials from every post war administration and
conducting extensive research in presidential libraries and archives, and they've produced insight and
information never before published. Equal parts taut history, revealing biography, and cautionary tale,
Haunting Legacy is must reading for anyone trying to understand the power of the past to influence war-and-
peace decisions of the present, and of the future.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Keeler:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Haunting Legacy: Vietnam and the American Presidency from Ford
to Obama.

Edna Brooks:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Haunting
Legacy: Vietnam and the American Presidency from Ford to Obama? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

James Rutledge:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Haunting Legacy: Vietnam and the American
Presidency from Ford to Obama as the daily resource information.

Helene Anderson:

Beside this particular Haunting Legacy: Vietnam and the American Presidency from Ford to Obama in your
phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Haunting Legacy: Vietnam and the American
Presidency from Ford to Obama because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at
times have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if
you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!
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