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What is it about "having a life"- which is to say, about having a sense of separate existence as a subject or
self - that is usually taken for granted but is so fragilely maintained in certain patients and, indeed, in most of
us at especially difficult times? In Having A Life: Self Pathology After Lacan, Lewis Kirshner takes this
Lacanian question as the point of departure for a thoughtful meditation on the conceptual problems and
clinical manifestations of pathologies of the self.

Beginning with the case of Margaret Little, analyzed by D. W. Winnicott, and proceeding to extended case
presentations from his own practice, Kirshner weaves together an avowedly American reading of Lacan with
the approaches to self pathology of an influential coterie of theorists. By drawing out common threads in
their respective discourses on the self, Kirshner achieves an original integration of Lacanian theory with
other contemporary approaches to self pathology. Of special note is his ability to sustain a dialogue between
Lacan and Kohut, whose shared clinical object, discernible through divergent vocabularies and conceptions,
is the struggle of the subject to avoid fragmentation that would obliterate a sense of aliveness and preclude
active engagement with the world.

Kirshner's opening chapter on the gifted, troubled Margaret Little and his concluding chapter on the eminent
political philosopher Louis Althusser, whose self pathology culminated in his strangling of his wife, Hélène
Rytman, in 1980, frame a study that is brilliantly successful in bringing "self" issues down to the messy
actualities of lived experience. Analytic therapists no less than students of the human sciences will be edified
by this cogent, readable attempt to infuse Lacanian concepts with the conceptual rigor and clinical
pragmatism of American psychoanalysis and to apply the resulting model of therapeutic action to a
fascinating range of case material.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Madden:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Having A Life: Self Pathology after Lacan.

Dennis Boone:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you
busy person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer
that question mainly because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on guardería until university need this Having A Life: Self
Pathology after Lacan to read.

Miguel Willis:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Having A Life: Self Pathology
after Lacan that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine
all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react towards
the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of
you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you could pick Having A Life: Self Pathology after Lacan become your own personal starter.

Marcella Baird:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by
studying a book. Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Having A Life:
Self Pathology after Lacan which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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