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Joint winner of the 2015 Prime Minister's Literary Awards for Non-Fiction

This landmark biography by Darleen Bungey, the author of the celebrated biography of Arthur Boyd,
graphically depicts the forces that drove John Olsen to become one of the country's greatest artists. An
exhilarating book, both trenchant and tender, it strips away the veneer of showmanship and fame to show the
substance of a painter driven by a need to depict his country's landscape as Australians had never seen it
before.

Given access to his uncensored diaries and drawing on years of extensive interviews with both Olsen and
those who have known him best, she explores his passionate life and follows his navigation though the
friendships, rivalries and politics of the Australian art world. How did a shy, stuttering boy from Newcastle,
neglected by his alcoholic father, come to paint the great mural Salute to Five Bells at the Sydney Opera
House?

This biography follows that journey - through Olsen's early experiences in the bush, particularly a formative
period at Yass (a time previously unrecorded), to years of cleaning jobs to pay his way through art school, to
a milestone time spent in France and Spain - and traces his constant travels and relocations within Australia,
including his epic journeys into the outback and to Kati thanda-Lake Eyre.

From a child who was never taken to an art gallery, who learnt how to draw from comics, we come to see the
famous artist in the black beret, the writer and poet, the engaging public speaker, the bon vivant - whose life
has been defined by an absolute need to paint.
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From reader reviews:

Ralph Garibay:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and
learning books but if you want truly feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or
novel. Typically the John Olsen is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Jason Nunez:

This book untitled John Olsen to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is because
when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in
the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your
account to past this book from your list.

Stacy Vincent:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer can be John Olsen why because the amazing cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as
well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Kathleen Dominguez:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and John Olsen or perhaps others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and
more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping
them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes John Olsen to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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