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Making a Promised Land examines the interconnected histories of African American representation, urban

life, and citizenship as documented in still and moving images of Harlem over the last century. Paula J.

Massood analyzes how photography and film have been used over time to make African American culture

visible to itself and to a wider audience and charts the ways in which the “Mecca of the New Negro” became

a battleground in the struggle to define American politics, aesthetics, and citizenship. Visual media were first

used as tools for uplift and education. With Harlem’s downturn in fortunes through the 1930s, narratives of

black urban criminality became common in sociological tracts, photojournalism, and film. These narratives

were particularly embodied in the gangster film, which was adapted to include stories of achievement,

economic success, and, later in the century, a nostalgic return to the past. Among the films discussed are

Fights of Nations (1907), Dark Manhattan (1937), The Cool World (1963), Black Caesar (1974), Malcolm X

(1992), and American Gangster (2007). Massood asserts that the history of photography and film in Harlem

provides the keys to understanding the neighborhood’s symbolic resonance in African American and

American life, especially in light of recent urban redevelopment that has redefined many of its physical and

demographic contours.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Partee:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Making a Promised Land:
Harlem in Twentieth-Century Photography and Film. All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions.
You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Gloria Eller:

This Making a Promised Land: Harlem in Twentieth-Century Photography and Film book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This Making a Promised Land: Harlem in Twentieth-
Century Photography and Film without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining
and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Making a Promised Land: Harlem in Twentieth-Century
Photography and Film can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Making a Promised Land: Harlem in
Twentieth-Century Photography and Film having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will
not sense uninterested in reading.

Phyllis Belser:

This book untitled Making a Promised Land: Harlem in Twentieth-Century Photography and Film to be one
of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it through online.
The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Angelica Adams:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Making a Promised Land: Harlem in Twentieth-
Century Photography and Film can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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