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Luis Ocaña seemed doomed to live in the shadow of cycling's greatest ever rider, Eddy Merckx – 'The
Cannibal'. Their rivalry defined Ocaña's entire career, yet he was the one rider capable of beating the all-
conquering Merckx in his prime. After an impoverished upbringing he flourished at the sport he loved and in
1970 secured his biggest victory on home soil, winning the Vuelta a España, and confirming his status as a
Grand Tour challenger. But it was in the 1971 Tour de France that the battle between Merckx and Ocaña
reached its peak when, at the Orcières-Merlette stage, he inflicted on Merckx the worst defeat he would
suffer in a major Tour, with an astonishing 120 kilometre solo breakaway through the Alps.

But then came one of most gut-wrenching crashes in Tour de France history when Ocaña fell heavily on a
Pyrenean descent, losing his leader's jersey, and with it his best chance of destroying Merckx's reputation of
invincibility. In the midst of a torrential downpour, with minimal visibility, rider after rider crashed into the
injured rider as he lay prone. The following day Merckx refused to wear the leader's jersey out of respect.

It was only when Merckx was missing from the start-line in 1973 that Ocaña became Spain's second ever
Tour de France winner. If Merckx had been present, Ocaña's chances of success would have been far
slimmer. Further triumphs amassed before his swansong in 1976, but Ocaña's decline in later life reflects the
immense struggle he embraced during the height of his career. An enigmatic outsider to both the Spanish and
French throughout his career – never truly accepted in either country – he died in mysterious circumstances
aged just 48.

A fascinating, complicated character both on and off his bike, Ocaña's fierce determination, impetuosity and
– some would say – recklessness created some of the most beautiful and gripping episodes in the history of
the sport. This is the first ever biography in English of 'the Spanish Merckx' who remains one of the most
fascinating Tour de France champions.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Herbst:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Reckless: The Life and
Times of Luis Ocana? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have other opinion?

Stuart Perez:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about
the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is
this Reckless: The Life and Times of Luis Ocana.

Beth French:

Reckless: The Life and Times of Luis Ocana can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Reckless: The Life and Times
of Luis Ocana although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Roger Cooper:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Reckless: The Life and Times of Luis Ocana will give you new experience in examining a book.
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