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South Koreans in the Debt Crisis is a detailed examination of the logic underlying the neoliberal welfare
state that South Korea created in response to the devastating Asian Debt Crisis (1997–2001). Jesook Song
argues that while the government proclaimed that it would guarantee all South Koreans a minimum standard
of living, it prioritized assisting those citizens perceived as embodying the neoliberal ideals of employability,
flexibility, and self-sufficiency. Song demonstrates that the government was not alone in drawing
distinctions between the “deserving” and the “undeserving” poor. Progressive intellectuals, activists, and
organizations also participated in the neoliberal reform project. Song traces the circulation of neoliberal
concepts throughout South Korean society, among government officials, the media, intellectuals, NGO
members, and educated underemployed people working in public works programs. She analyzes the embrace
of partnerships between NGOs and the government, the frequent invocation of a pervasive decline in family
values, the resurrection of conservative gender norms and practices, and the promotion of entrepreneurship
as the key to survival.

Drawing on her experience during the crisis as an employee in a public works program in Seoul, Song
provides an ethnographic assessment of the efforts of the state and civilians to regulate social insecurity,
instability, and inequality through assistance programs. She focuses specifically on efforts to help two
populations deemed worthy of state subsidies: the “IMF homeless,” people temporarily homeless but
considered employable, and the “new intellectuals,” young adults who had become professionally redundant
during the crisis but had the high-tech skills necessary to lead a transformed post-crisis South Korea.
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From reader reviews:

Kristen Hamilton:

The e-book with title South Koreans in the Debt Crisis: The Creation of a Neoliberal Welfare Society (Asia-
Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot
of benefit after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of
the world. That book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on
your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Gary Spengler:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific South Koreans in the Debt Crisis: The
Creation of a Neoliberal Welfare Society (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) can give you a lot of
close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make
you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have South Koreans in the Debt Crisis: The Creation
of a Neoliberal Welfare Society (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society).

Everett Dean:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve South Koreans in the Debt Crisis: The Creation of a Neoliberal
Welfare Society (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) was filled in relation to science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when
they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to
read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Milan Allen:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book South Koreans in the Debt Crisis: The Creation of a
Neoliberal Welfare Society (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) was vibrant and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book South Koreans in the Debt Crisis: The Creation of a Neoliberal
Welfare Society (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill
out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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