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Law has played a central role in American history. From colonial times to the present, law has not just
reflected the changing society in which legal decisions have been made-it has played a powerful role in
shaping that society, though not always in positive ways.

Eminent legal scholar G. Edward White-author of the ongoing, multi-volume Law in American History-
offers a compact overview that sheds light on the impact of law on a number of key social issues. Rather than
offer a straight chronological history, the book instead traces important threads woven throughout our
nation's past, looking at how law shaped Native American affairs, slavery, business, and home life, as well as
how it has dealt with criminal and civil offenses. White shows that law has not always been used to
exemplary ends. For instance, a series of decisions by the Marshall court essentially marginalized
Amerindians, indigenous people of the Americas, reducing tribes to wards of the government. Likewise, law
initially legitimated slavery in the United States, and legal institutions, including the Supreme Court, failed
to resolve the tensions stirred up by the westward expansion of slavery, eventually sparking the Civil War.
White also looks at the expansion of laws regarding property rights, which were vitally important to the
colonists, many of whom left Europe hoping to become land owners; the evolution of criminal punishment
from a public display (the stocks, the gallows) to a private prison system; the rise of tort law after the Civil
War; and the progress in legal education, moving from informal apprenticeships and lax standards to modern
law schools and rigorous bar exams.

In this illuminating look at the pivotal role of law in American life, White offers us an excellent first step to a
better appreciation of the function of law in our society.

About the Series:
Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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From reader reviews:

Fred Polak:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will require this American Legal History: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions).

William Patterson:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve American Legal History: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) will make you to become smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or ideal book with you?

Tyler Cote:

Beside this specific American Legal History: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in your
phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an
old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have American Legal History: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do
you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from now!

Jose Hackler:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this American Legal History: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
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