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The historical memory of the Civil War and Reconstruction has earned increasing attention from scholars.
Only recently, however, have historians begun to explore African American efforts to interpret those events.
With Defining Moments, Kathleen Clark shines new light on African American commemorative traditions in
the South, where events such as Emancipation Day and Fourth of July ceremonies served as opportunities for
African Americans to assert their own understandings of slavery, the Civil War, and Emancipation--efforts
that were vital to the struggles to define, assert, and defend African American freedom and citizenship.

Focusing on urban celebrations that drew crowds from surrounding rural areas, Clark finds that
commemorations served as critical forums for African Americans to define themselves collectively. As they
struggled to assert their freedom and citizenship, African Americans wrestled with issues such as the content
and meaning of black history, class-inflected ideas of respectability and progress, and gendered notions of
citizenship. Clark's examination of the people and events that shaped complex struggles over public self-
representation in African American communities brings new understanding of southern black political
culture in the decades following Emancipation and provides a more complete picture of historical memory in
the South.
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From reader reviews:

Kara Corbett:

The book Defining Moments: African American Commemoration and Political Culture in the South, 1863-
1913 can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
great thing like a book Defining Moments: African American Commemoration and Political Culture in the
South, 1863-1913? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Defining
Moments: African American Commemoration and Political Culture in the South, 1863-1913 has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world
by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Dennis Bloom:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question
mainly because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Defining Moments: African
American Commemoration and Political Culture in the South, 1863-1913 to read.

Lois Hernandez:

This Defining Moments: African American Commemoration and Political Culture in the South, 1863-1913
book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by
reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is
getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. That Defining Moments: African
American Commemoration and Political Culture in the South, 1863-1913 without we know teach the one
who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Defining Moments: African
American Commemoration and Political Culture in the South, 1863-1913 can bring whenever you are and
not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even phone. This Defining Moments: African American Commemoration and Political Culture in the
South, 1863-1913 having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Floyd Brown:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to



share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Defining Moments: African American Commemoration and Political
Culture in the South, 1863-1913 this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world
now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why
this book acceptable all of you.
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