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Seminar paper from the year 2010 in the subject American Studies - Miscellaneous, grade: 1,3, Free
University of Berlin (John-F.-Kennedy-Institut), language: English, abstract: The dropping of two US
nuclear bombs on Japan ended World War II in the Pacific. By then little was known about the pathological
implications such an act of war would have on the Japanese civilian victims. The weapons had barely been
tested before deployment and the potential consequences of the radioactive fallout were not yet fully
understood. The first practical use of the bomb together with all its casualties initiated a future policy of
deterrence. It was apparent what can happen if you go to war with a nuclear power. Still, no other nuclear
weapon has ever since been deployed as an act of war.
In this research paper I will analyze the Duck and Cover propaganda short issued by the Federal Civil
Defense Administration in the early 1950s as the primary source. I will focus on the content of the episode,
its structural and cinematic means, and its desired and achieved affects toward its target audience. What were
the reasons and goals behind this far-fetched and committed civil defense operation? Is it seen as an
outspoken domestic act out of moral obligation from the government that comes with the responsibility of
being a nuclear power? Was the nuclear fallout – which the film thoroughly neglects as a danger – really not
known to the government at this point in time or was this knowledge deliberately held from the public? This
last question defines greatly the core meaning of the film in historical terms. Eventually it determines
whether Duck and Cover was merely a naïve piece of safety education or just a good excuse for conditioning
a whole generation (as well as its parents) to the ideological challenges of the forthcoming decades of the
Cold War.
This humble paper alone cannot answer all these questions but rather build a basis for extended research on
the topic. Sources indicate that in government circles the secondary dangers that emanate from a nuclear
blast like radioactive fall-out were at least partially known if not already scientifically proven at the time.
The question about the decision to keep such knowledge from the broad public goes beyond the primary
analysis this paper can provide.
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From reader reviews:

Bernadine Williams:

This Duck and Cover - Propaganda for the Atomic Age tend to be reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The reason of this Duck and Cover - Propaganda for the Atomic Age can be one of
the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an
individual with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Duck and
Cover - Propaganda for the Atomic Age giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Dennis Bryant:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Duck and Cover -
Propaganda for the Atomic Age suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Duck and Cover - Propaganda for the Atomic Ageis a single of several books in
which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in
the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a
lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Jesus Thresher:

Often the book Duck and Cover - Propaganda for the Atomic Age will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Duck and Cover - Propaganda for the Atomic Age is
much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
easier to read the book.

Deborah Fishman:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just seeking the Duck and Cover - Propaganda for the Atomic Age when you needed it?
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