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In a book with a bold new view of medieval Jewish history, written in a style accessible to nonspecialists and
students as well as to scholars in the field, Marina Rustow changes our understanding of the origins and
nature of heresy itself. Scholars have long believed that the Rabbanites and Qaraites, the two major Jewish
groups under Islamic rule, split decisively in the tenth century and from that time forward the minority
Qaraites were deemed a heretical sect. Qaraites affirmed a right to decide matters of Jewish law free from
centuries of rabbinic interpretation; the Rabbanites, in turn, claimed an unbroken chain of scholarly tradition.

Rustow draws heavily on the Cairo Geniza, a repository of papers found in a Rabbanite synagogue, to show
that despite the often fierce arguments between the groups, they depended on each other for political and
financial support and cooperated in both public and private life. This evidence of remarkable interchange
leads Rustow to the conclusion that the accusation of heresy appeared sporadically, in specific contexts, and
that the history of permanent schism was the invention of polemicists on both sides. Power shifted back and
forth fluidly across what later commentators, particularly those invested in the rabbinic claim to exclusive
authority, deemed to have been sharply drawn boundaries.

Heresy and the Politics of Community paints a portrait of a more flexible medieval Eastern Mediterranean
world than has previously been imagined and demonstrates a new understanding of the historical meanings
of charges of heresy against communities of faith. Historians of premodern societies will find that, in her
fresh approach to medieval Jewish and Islamic culture, Rustow illuminates a major issue in the history of
religions.
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From reader reviews:

David Dugas:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to
answer that question simply because just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in
each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific
Heresy and the Politics of Community: The Jews of the Fatimid Caliphate (Conjunctions of Religion and
Power in the Medieval Past) to read.

Melissa Becker:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Heresy and the Politics of
Community: The Jews of the Fatimid Caliphate (Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the Medieval Past)
is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Mitchell Peed:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this Heresy
and the Politics of Community: The Jews of the Fatimid Caliphate (Conjunctions of Religion and Power in
the Medieval Past).

Louise O\'Neill:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really opposite from that.
One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Heresy and the Politics of Community:
The Jews of the Fatimid Caliphate (Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the Medieval Past), it is possible



to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can
happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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