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On March 21, 1578, Holy Thursday, cavalier Fabrizio Bracciolini charged that he had been ambushed,
slashed, stoned, and left bleeding in a Pistoia street by fellow cavalier Mariotto Cellesi and four accomplices.
In The Captain's Concubine: Love, Honor, and Violence in Renaissance Tuscany, Donald Weinstein studies
the lengthy investigation of the incident, bares the motives of the actors, and follows the ensuing trial.
Weinstein examines the roles of the patricians, merchants, shopkeepers, weavers, priests, and prostitutes who
served as audience, bit players, and chorus in this Renaissance street-theater drama. When Fabrizio is
revealed to be the lover of Chiara, the concubine of Mariotto's father, questioning moves away from the
street fight itself to the right of the defendants to take revenge for violated family honor: accuser becomes
accused, and a simple case of assault turns into a community's discussion of its most tenacious values.

Lurching from comedy to tragedy and neglected even by local chroniclers, the Holy Thursday incident
involved issues of honor, family, religion, gender relations, and power familiar to social historians of late
medieval and early modern Europe. For the Medici ruler of the Grand Duchy of Tuscany, the Holy Thursday
affair presented a dilemma: bound to regard duels and street fights as threats to an all too fragile public order
and a challenge to his sovereignty, Francesco I nevertheless respected and fostered the aristocratic code of
honor, family loyalty, and chivalric valor to which the Cellesi appealed. How these contradictions were
accommodated is a crucial part of the story Weinstein tells.
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From reader reviews:

Beth Ritchey:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book
allowed The Captain's Concubine: Love, Honor, and Violence in Renaissance Tuscany? Maybe it is to get
best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better
than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Albert Collins:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This The Captain's Concubine: Love,
Honor, and Violence in Renaissance Tuscany is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Barbara Figueroa:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want
experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual The
Captain's Concubine: Love, Honor, and Violence in Renaissance Tuscany is kind of publication which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Kathy Fredette:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The Captain's Concubine:
Love, Honor, and Violence in Renaissance Tuscany that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who
want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Captain's Concubine: Love, Honor, and
Violence in Renaissance Tuscany become your current starter.
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