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It was on the frontier, where “civilized” men and women confronted the “wilderness,” that Europeans first
became Americans—or so authorities from Frederick Jackson Turner to Theodore Roosevelt claimed. But as
the frontier disappeared, Americans believed they needed a new mechanism for fixing their collective
identity; and they found it, historian Molly K. Varley suggests, in tales of white Americans held captive by
Indians.

For Americans in the Progressive Era (1890–1916) these stories of Indian captivity seemed to prove that the
violence of national expansion had been justified, that citizens’ individual suffering had been heroic, and that
settlers’ contact with Indians and wilderness still characterized the nation’s “soul.” Furthermore, in the act of
memorializing white Indian captives—through statues, parks, and reissued narratives—small towns found a
way of inscribing themselves into the national story.

By drawing out the connections between actual captivity, captivity narratives, and the memorializing of
white captives, Varley shows how Indian captivity became a means for Progressive Era Americans to look
forward by looking back. Local boosters and cultural commentators used Indian captivity to define
“Americanism” and to renew those frontier qualities deemed vital to the survival of the nation in the post-
frontier world, such as individualism, bravery, ingenuity, enthusiasm, “manliness,” and patriotism. In
Varley’s analysis of the Progressive Era mentality, contact between white captives and Indians represented a
stage in the evolution of a new American people and affirmed the contemporary notion of America as a
melting pot.

Revealing how the recitation and interpretation of these captivity narratives changed over time—with
shifting emphasis on brutality, gender, and ethnographic and historical accuracy—Americans Recaptured
shows that tales of Indian captivity were no more fixed than American identity, but were consistently used to
give that identity its own useful, ever-evolving shape.
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From reader reviews:

Mariano Smith:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Americans Recaptured: Progressive Era Memory of Frontier Captivity.

Willard Edwards:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Americans Recaptured: Progressive Era Memory
of Frontier Captivity was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Americans Recaptured: Progressive Era Memory of Frontier Captivity has many kinds or category. Start
from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are
the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.

Carole Houston:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With
the book Americans Recaptured: Progressive Era Memory of Frontier Captivity we can have more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book
Americans Recaptured: Progressive Era Memory of Frontier Captivity. You can more inviting than now.

Lois Wiggins:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just searching for the Americans Recaptured: Progressive Era Memory of Frontier Captivity when
you necessary it?
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