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Bringing South Asian and British imperial history together with recent scholarship on transnationalism and
postcolonialism, Tony Ballantyne offers a bold reevaluation of constructions of Sikh identity from the late
eighteenth century through the early twenty-first. Ballantyne considers Sikh communities and experiences in
Punjab, the rest of South Asia, the United Kingdom, and other parts of the world. He charts the shifting,
complex, and frequently competing visions of Sikh identity that have been produced in response to the
momentous social changes wrought by colonialism and diaspora. In the process, he argues that Sikh studies
must expand its scope to take into account not only how Sikhism is figured in religious and political texts but
also on the battlefields of Asia and Europe, in the streets of Singapore and Southall, and in the nightclubs of
New Delhi and Newcastle.

Constructing an expansive historical archive, Ballantyne draws on film, sculpture, fiction, and Web sites, as
well as private papers, government records, journalism, and travel narratives. He proceeds from a critique of
recent historiography on the development of Sikhism to an analysis of how Sikh identity changed over the
course of the long nineteenth century. Ballantyne goes on to offer a reading of the contested interpretations
of the life of Dalip Singh, the last Maharaja of Punjab. He concludes with an exploration of bhangra, a
traditional form of Punjabi dance that diasporic artists have transformed into a globally popular music style.
Much of bhangra’s recent evolution stems from encounters of the Sikh and Afro-Caribbean communities,
particularly in the United Kingdom. Ballantyne contends that such cross-cultural encounters are central in
defining Sikh identity both in Punjab and the diaspora.
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From reader reviews:

Peggy Hahne:

This book untitled Between Colonialism and Diaspora: Sikh Cultural Formations in an Imperial World to be
one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can
get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it
by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this
publication from your list.

Ashley Parra:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Between Colonialism and
Diaspora: Sikh Cultural Formations in an Imperial World that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for
all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick Between Colonialism and Diaspora:
Sikh Cultural Formations in an Imperial World become your personal starter.

Dan Villanueva:

This Between Colonialism and Diaspora: Sikh Cultural Formations in an Imperial World is brand new way
for you who has attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of
digest in reading this Between Colonialism and Diaspora: Sikh Cultural Formations in an Imperial World can
be the light food for you personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means
of anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-
book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to
knowledge.

Madeline Cecil:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Between Colonialism and Diaspora: Sikh Cultural Formations in an
Imperial World was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a



book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that
you just wanted.
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