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In this study of literature and law from the Constitutional founding through the Civil War, Hoang Gia Phan
demonstrates how American citizenship and civic culture were profoundly transformed by the racialized
material histories of free, enslaved, and indentured labor. Bonds of Citizenship illuminates the historical
tensions between the legal paradigms of citizenship and contract, and in the emergence of free labor ideology
in American culture.
 
Phan argues that in the age of Emancipation the cultural attributes of free personhood became identified with
the legal rights and privileges of the citizen, and that individual freedom thus became identified with the
nation-state. He situates the emergence of American citizenship and the American novel within the context
of Atlantic slavery and Anglo-American legal culture, placing early American texts by Hector St. John de
Crèvecœur, Benjamin Franklin, and Charles Brockden Brown alongside Black Atlantic texts by Ottobah
Cugoano and Olaudah Equiano. Beginning with a revisionary reading of the Constitution’s “slavery clauses,”
Phan recovers indentured servitude as a transitional form of labor bondage that helped define the key terms
of modern U.S. citizenship: mobility, volition, and contract. Bonds of Citizenship demonstrates how
citizenship and civic culture were transformed by antebellum debates over slavery, free labor, and national
Union, while analyzing the writings of Frederick Douglass and Herman Melville alongside a wide-ranging
archive of lesser-known antebellum legal and literary texts in the context of changing conceptions of
constitutionalism, property, and contract. Situated at the nexus of literary criticism, legal studies, and labor
history, Bonds of Citizenship challenges the founding fiction of a pro-slavery Constitution central to
American letters and legal culture.
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From reader reviews:

Vera Forde:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Bonds of Citizenship: Law and the
Labors of Emancipation (America and the Long 19th Century) will make you to possibly be smarter. You
can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or
reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that?
Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Christine Kaufman:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Bonds of Citizenship: Law and the Labors
of Emancipation (America and the Long 19th Century) as your daily resource information.

Myron Abbott:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Bonds of Citizenship: Law and the Labors of
Emancipation (America and the Long 19th Century) why because the excellent cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Hubert Smith:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Bonds of Citizenship:
Law and the Labors of Emancipation (America and the Long 19th Century) which is getting the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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