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A lyrical coming-of-age memoir, Down from the Mountaintop chronicles a quest for belonging. Raised in
northwestern Montana by Pentecostal homesteaders whose twenty-year experiment in subsistence living was
closely tied to their faith, Joshua Doležal experienced a childhood marked equally by his parents’ quest for
spiritual transcendence and the surrounding Rocky Mountain landscape. Unable to fully embrace the
fundamentalism of his parents, he began to search for religious experience elsewhere: in baseball, books, and
weightlifting, then later in migrations to Tennessee, Nebraska, and Uruguay. Yet even as he sought to
understand his place in the world, he continued to yearn for his mountain home.

For more than a decade, Doležal taught in the Midwest throughout the school year but returned to Montana
and Idaho in the summers to work as a firefighter and wilderness ranger. He reveled in the life of the body
and the purifying effects of isolation and nature, believing he had found transcendence. Yet his summers tied
him even more to the mountain landscape, fueling his sense of exile on the plains.

It took falling in love, marrying, and starting a family in Iowa to allow Doležal to fully examine his desire
for a spiritual mountaintop from which to view the world. In doing so, he undergoes a fundamental
redefinition of the nature of home and belonging. He learns to accept the plains on their own terms, moving
from condemnation to acceptance and from isolation to community. Coming down from the mountaintop
means opening himself to relationships, grounding himself as a husband, father, and gardener who learns that
where things grow, the grower also takes root.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Peters:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Down from the Mountaintop: From Belief to
Belonging. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important a new book Down from the Mountaintop: From Belief to Belonging. You can add knowledge and
of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful
thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called
e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Charles Kinsella:

Down from the Mountaintop: From Belief to Belonging can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Down from the
Mountaintop: From Belief to Belonging yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along
with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Patrick Myers:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you go through
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The Down from the
Mountaintop: From Belief to Belonging offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Tamiko Harmon:

You can get this Down from the Mountaintop: From Belief to Belonging by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means
of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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