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In 1986, after years of publishing stories in literary magazines and periodicals, Mary Ward Brown published
her first book, the story collection Tongues of Flame. It soon received regional and national attention, and the
following year won the PEN/Hemingway Award for fiction. Mary Ward Brown was sixty-nine years
old. Though she would go on to write and publish many more stories and a well-received second collection,
It Wasn’t All Dancing, Mary Ward Brown’s late acclaim hardly hints at the rich and varied life that prepared
the way for her success.

 

Fanning the Spark is the story of her life as a writer—her upbringing in rural Alabama; the joys of college,
marriage, and motherhood; the sorrows of becoming a widow; and a lifelong devotion to writing, writers,
and literature, and the company of those who shared those loves, nurturing and feeding her interior life in the
face of many challenges, losses, and obstacles, both emotional and material.

 

Here, in prose every bit as eloquent, evocative, and incisive as her stories, are her remembrances of loved
ones; her letters fraught with worry to her son in Vietnam; periods of emotional isolation and unbidden
silence; her invaluable friendships with renowned writers, editors, and agents; her love of community and
place; and immeasurable delight with every award, speech, and public reading, the many recognitions she
has garnered late in life. Above all, it is the story of the competing demands of art and of life, the constant
struggle between her need to write and the practicalities of family, duty, and day to day living.
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From reader reviews:

Nicholas Walsh:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Fanning the Spark: A Memoir that
give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to
pick Fanning the Spark: A Memoir become your own starter.

Jill Spann:

This Fanning the Spark: A Memoir is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you
are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Fanning the Spark: A
Memoir in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can
say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this
can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Joyce Adam:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Fanning the Spark: A Memoir can be
the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in
this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Brian Wallace:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This reserve Fanning the Spark: A Memoir was filled regarding science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern
era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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