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In Learning the Valley, award-winning nature writer John Leland guides readers through the natural and
human history of the Shenandoah Valley in twenty-five short essays on topics ranging from poison ivy and
maple syrup to Stonewall Jackson and spelunking. Undergirding this dynamic narrative of place and time is a
tale of selfdiscovery and relationship building as Leland's excursions into the valley lead him to a new
awareness of himself and strengthen his bond with his young son, Edward.

Spanning some two hundred miles through the Blue Ridge and Allegheny mountains in western Virginia, the
Shenandoah Valley is the prehistoric home of mastodons and giants sloths, the site of a storied Civil War
campaign, and now a popular destination for outdoor adventures to be had beneath the oaks, chestnuts,
hickories, maples, and centuries-old cedars. Leland offers informed perspectives on the valley's rich heritage,
drawing from geology, biology, paleontology, climatology, and military and social history to present a
compelling appreciation for the region's importance from prehistory to the present and to map the impact of
humanity and nature on one another within this landscape.

Leland's essays are grounded in recognizable landmarks including House Mountain, Massanutten Mountain,
Maury River, Whistle Creek, Harpers Ferry, and Student Rock. Whether he is chronicling the European
origins of the valley's so-called American boxwoods, commenting on the nineteenth-century fascination with
sassafras, or recalling his son's first reactions to the Natural Bridge of Virginia and its ncompassing tourist
developments, Leland uses keen insights, adroit research, and thoughtful literary and historical allusions to
bring the "Big Valley" vibrantly to life. An amiable and accomplished tour guide, Leland readily shares all
he has learned in his years among the woods, waters, and wildlife of the Shenandoah. But the heart of his
narrative transcends the valley and invites readers to find their own sites of adventure and reflection, to
revisit the wonders and mysteries to be found in their own backyards as a chance to, in the words of Henry
David Thoreau, "live like a traveler at home."
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From reader reviews:

Mike Gray:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Learning the Valley: Excursions into the Shenandoah Valley. Try to
stumble through book Learning the Valley: Excursions into the Shenandoah Valley as your close friend. It
means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge
with this book.

Gerald Magee:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this
Learning the Valley: Excursions into the Shenandoah Valley.

Chris Manley:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled
Learning the Valley: Excursions into the Shenandoah Valley your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get prior to. The Learning the Valley: Excursions into the Shenandoah Valley giving
you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better
life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Kathleen Blackwood:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Learning the Valley: Excursions into the
Shenandoah Valley to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and



mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a
book and read it. Beside that the e-book Learning the Valley: Excursions into the Shenandoah Valley can to
be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these
time.
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