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In the tradition of The Orchid Thief, a compelling narrative set within the strange and genteel world of
rare-book collecting: the true story of an infamous book thief, his victims, and the man determined to
catch him.

Rare-book theft is even more widespread than fine-art theft. Most thieves, of course, steal for profit. John
Charles Gilkey steals purely for the love of books. In an attempt to understand him better, journalist Allison
Hoover Bartlett plunged herself into the world of book lust and discovered just how dangerous it can be.

John Gilkey is an obsessed, unrepentant book thief who has stolen hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of
rare books from book fairs, stores, and libraries around the country. Ken Sanders is the self-appointed
"bibliodick" (book dealer with a penchant for detective work) driven to catch him. Bartlett befriended both
outlandish characters and found herself caught in the middle of efforts to recover hidden treasure. With a
mixture of suspense, insight, and humor, she has woven this entertaining cat-and-mouse chase into a
narrative that not only reveals exactly how Gilkey pulled off his dirtiest crimes, where he stashed the loot,
and how Sanders ultimately caught him but also explores the romance of books, the lure to collect them, and
the temptation to steal them. Immersing the reader in a rich, wide world of literary obsession, Bartlett looks
at the history of book passion, collection, and theft through the ages, to examine the craving that makes some
people willing to stop at nothing to possess the books they love.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Felix:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called The Man Who Loved
Books Too Much: The True Story of a Thief, a Detective, and a World of Literary Obsession? Maybe it is to
become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book,
you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Shelly Rodriguez:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write
about the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this The
Man Who Loved Books Too Much: The True Story of a Thief, a Detective, and a World of Literary
Obsession.

Justin Perry:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
definitely The Man Who Loved Books Too Much: The True Story of a Thief, a Detective, and a World of
Literary Obsession.

Elizabeth Nicholson:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your short time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be learn. The Man
Who Loved Books Too Much: The True Story of a Thief, a Detective, and a World of Literary Obsession
can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.
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