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The Iranian languages, due to their exceptional time-depth of attestation, constitute one of the very few
instances where a shift from accusative alignment to split-ergativity is actually documented. Yet remarkably,
within historical syntax, the Iranian case has received only very superficial coverage. This book provides the
first in-depth treatment of alignment change in Iranian, from Old Persian (5 C. BC) to the present. The first
part of the book examines the claim that ergativity in Middle Iranian emerged from an Old Iranian agented
passive construction. This view is rejected in favour of a theory which links the emergence of ergativity to
External Possession. Thus the primary mechanisms involved is not reanalysis, but the extension of a pre-
existing construction. The notion of Non-Canonical Subjecthood plays a pivotal role, which in the present
account is linked to the semantics of what is termed Indirect Participation.  In the second part of the book, a
comparative look at contemporary West Iranian is undertaken. It can be shown that throughout the
subsequent developments in the morphosyntax, distinct components such as agreement, nominal case
marking, or the grammar of cliticisation, in fact developed remarkably independently of one another. It was
this de-coupling of sub-systems of the morphosyntax that led to the notorious multiplicity of alignment types
in Iranian, a fact that also characterises past-tense alignments in the sister branch of Indo-European, Indo-
Aryan. Along with data from more than 20 Iranian languages, presented in a manner that renders them
accessible to the non-specialist, there is extensive discussion of more general topics such as the adequacy of
functional accounts of changes in case systems, discourse pressure and the role of animacy, the notion of
drift, and the question of alignment in early Indo-European.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brill:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Alignment Change in Iranian Languages: A Construction Grammar
Approach (Empirical Approaches to Language Typology). Try to the actual book Alignment Change in
Iranian Languages: A Construction Grammar Approach (Empirical Approaches to Language Typology) as
your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Sara Otoole:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Alignment
Change in Iranian Languages: A Construction Grammar Approach (Empirical Approaches to Language
Typology)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along
with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Michelle Favors:

The book untitled Alignment Change in Iranian Languages: A Construction Grammar Approach (Empirical
Approaches to Language Typology) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea
with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can
easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary
works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can
read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official
web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.

Terrance Bartholomew:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Alignment Change in Iranian Languages: A
Construction Grammar Approach (Empirical Approaches to Language Typology) or others sources were
given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and
more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are



helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes
Alignment Change in Iranian Languages: A Construction Grammar Approach (Empirical Approaches to
Language Typology) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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