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One of the lesser known stories of the Civil War is the role played by escaped slaves in the Union blockade
along the Atlantic coast. From the beginning of the war, many African American refugees sought avenues of
escape to the North. Due to their sheer numbers, those who reached Union forces presented a problem for the
military. The problem was partially resolved by the First Confiscation Act of 1861, which permitted the
seizure of property used in support of the South's war effort, including slaves. Eventually regarded as
contraband of war, the runaways became known as contrabands. In Bluejackets and Contrabands, Barbara
Brooks Tomblin examines the relationship between the Union Navy and the contrabands. The navy
established colonies for the former slaves and, in return, some contrabands served as crewmen on navy ships
and gunboats and as river pilots, spies, and guides. Tomblin presents a rare picture of the contrabands and
casts light on the vital contributions of African Americans to the Union Navy and the Union cause.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Brock:

This Bluejackets and Contrabands: African Americans and the Union Navy are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Bluejackets and Contrabands: African Americans
and the Union Navy can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed you with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
people. Beside that this Bluejackets and Contrabands: African Americans and the Union Navy giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Joseph Nixon:

This Bluejackets and Contrabands: African Americans and the Union Navy is great e-book for you because
the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Bluejackets and Contrabands: African Americans and the Union Navy in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you
world within ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

William Wright:

You can spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Bluejackets and Contrabands: African
Americans and the Union Navy is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

Teresa Obannon:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or
real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Bluejackets and Contrabands: African Americans and the Union Navy can make you truly feel



more interested to read.
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