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An innovative approach to historical records assesses how evidence claims and policy arguments were put
forth in the royal courts of early China.

What were the intentions of early China’s historians? Modern readers must contend with the tension between
the narrators’ moralizing commentary and their description of events. Although these historians had notions
of evidence, it is not clear to what extent they valued what contemporary scholars would deem “hard” facts.
Offering an innovative approach to premodern historical documents, Garret P. S. Olberding argues that the
speeches of court advisors reveal subtle strategies of information management in the early monarchic
context. Olberding focuses on those addresses concerning military campaigns where evidence would be
important in guiding immediate social and political policy. His analysis reveals the sophisticated conventions
that governed the imperial advisor’s logic and suasion in critical state discussions, which were specifically
intended to counter anticipated doubts. Dubious Facts illuminates both the decision-making processes that
informed early Chinese military campaigns and the historical records that represent them.

“This is an extraordinarily rich and insightful book that greatly contributes to our understanding and
appreciation of these issues in the study of traditional court memorials and addresses and of the traditional
historical accounts of them. Importantly, this book clears up many long-standing misconceptions about the
conception and role of fact and evidence in these court memorials and offers the makings of a master key for
understanding and interpreting them on a wide range of issues.” — Philosophy East & West

Garret P. S. Olberding is Assistant Professor of History at the University of Oklahoma.
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From reader reviews:

Orlando Bush:

The e-book untitled Dubious Facts: The Evidence of Early Chinese Historiography (SUNY series in Chinese
Philosophy and Culture) is the reserve that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to explained their way
of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, so
the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of
Dubious Facts: The Evidence of Early Chinese Historiography (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and
Culture) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Norris Patterson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look
different you can read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent the whole day to reading a guide. The book Dubious Facts: The Evidence of Early Chinese
Historiography (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) it doesn't matter what good to read. There
are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you
did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read
this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Ora Barbour:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy your
small amount of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be read.
Dubious Facts: The Evidence of Early Chinese Historiography (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and
Culture) can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Carlos McNerney:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search
of the Dubious Facts: The Evidence of Early Chinese Historiography (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy
and Culture) when you essential it?
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