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International law presents a conceptual riddle. Why comply with it when there is no world government to
enforce it? The United States has a long history of skepticism towards international law, but 9/11 ushered in
a particularly virulent phase of American exceptionalism, as the US drifted away from international
institutions and conventions.

Although American politicians and their legal advisors are often the public face of this attack, the root of this
movement is a coordinated and deliberate attack by law professors hostile to its philosophical foundations,
including Eric Posner, Jack Goldsmith, Adrian Vermeule, and John Yoo. In a series of influential writings,
they have claimed that since states are motivated primarily by self-interest, compliance with international
law is nothing more than high-minded talk. These abstract arguments provide a foundation for dangerous
legal conclusions: that international law is largely irrelevant to determining how and when terrorists can be
captured or killed; that the US President alone should be directing the War on Terror without significant
input from Congress or the judiciary; that US courts should not hear lawsuits alleging violations of
international law; and that the US should block any international criminal court with jurisdiction over
Americans. These polemical accounts have ultimately triggered America's pernicious withdrawal from
international cooperation.

In The Assault on International Law, Jens David Ohlin exposes the mistaken assumptions of these "New
Realists," in particular their impoverished utilization of rational choice theory. In contrast, he provides an
alternate vision of international law based on an innovative theory of human rationality. According to Ohlin,
rationality requires that agents follow through on their plans and commitments even when faced with
opportunities for defection, as long as the original plan was beneficial for the agent. Seen in the light of this
planning theory of rational agency, international law is the product of nation-states cooperating to escape a
brutish State of Nature-a result that is not only legally binding but also in each state's self-interest.
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From reader reviews:

Marian Jackson:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will require this The Assault on International Law.

Crystal Parrish:

This book untitled The Assault on International Law to be one of several books which best seller in this year,
that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So
there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Everett Dean:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Assault on International Law why because the great
cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content
is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this
book.

Heidi Garcia:

You can find this The Assault on International Law by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book
are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book.
In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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