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When the State of Israel came into existence in 1948, its very legitimacy as a nation was immediately
challenged, often by the same people who questioned the rights of the Jewish people to live at peace on their
own land. Yet since its independence, Israel has stood out as a nation with a truly democratic form of
government surrounded by countries and peoples mostly ruled by tyrants and despots.
This has led to wars, border skirmishes and other assaults against Israel. This reached a pinnacle with the
steady terrorist assaults against innocent civilians known as suicide bombings. Instead of condemning these
attacks, many ignored the inhuman brutality or even worse, glorified the Palestinian Arab perpetrators as
martyrs.
One of the favored forums for attempts to isolate Israel is at the United Nations. Rather than empathy for the
Jewish victims of terrorist attacks, the UN has repeatedly excoriated Israel for its actions toward the
Palestinians, ignoring the fact that most of the Palestinian people lived in areas controlled by their own Arab
leaders.
As a result of the onslaught of the Second Intifada, Israel planned and began the construction of a terrorism
prevention security barrier. Built roughly between Israel and the Palestinian territories, Israeli leaders made
clear that it was not an attempt to create a border and preempt negotiations, but solely for the purpose of
defending and protecting her people.
There have been a number of objections from Palestinians, with support from some Israelis, who felt that
they were unduly burdened by the barrier. Many of these complaints were lodged with Israel's vibrant and
independent court system. Instead of rubber-stamping decisions, courts looked at each situation and in some
cases have ordered that the route be changed or altered.
In 2004, Israel's detractors at the UN, who refused to even recognize the right or need for Israel to be able to
protect its citizens, saw another avenue to demonize the state. Defying its own charter, the UN General
Assembly requested of the International Court of Justice at the Hague an advisory opinion about the security
fence and its applicability under international law, some calling it an apartheid wall.
Few people around the world were even aware that such an important tribunal was looming . Fewer still
seemed to understand the potential difficulties it might cause for Israel and other countries desiring to protect
their own citizens from terror attacks.
One who immediately understood the danger if Israel was not allowed to adequately defend its citizens was
Richard D. Heideman. An internationally known attorney, former President of B'nai B'rith International and
advocate for the rights of victims of terrorism both in the US, in Israel, in Lebanon and in Europe, he
understood how vulnerable innocent civilians would become under such limitations.
Heideman filed the only brief on behalf of a non-governmental organization, the Foundation for the Defense
of Democracies. He forcefully laid out the case to the ICJ for Israel's right, and obligation, like every nation-
state, to provide for the defense of her population. At the same time, he served as lead counsel at hearings
held at The Hague, highlighting the victims and their suffering.
In The Hague Odyssey we follow Heideman's meticulous and passionate defense of Israel's right to defend
its people. He complements his arguments with sharp, insightful analysis of the Court's eventual negative
and, some would say, inevitable ruling.
The Hague Odyssey is sure to be essential reading for any contemporary discussion of the Arab-Palestinian-



Israeli conflict and the questionable ability of the United Nations to have a positive role in achieving a just
and secure
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From reader reviews:

Holly Flynn:

The book The Hague Odyssey: Israel's Struggle for Security on the Front Lines of Terrorism and Her Battle
for Justice at the United Nations can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book The Hague Odyssey: Israel's Struggle for Security on
the Front Lines of Terrorism and Her Battle for Justice at the United Nations? Several of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now,
try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each
other; you can share all of these. Book The Hague Odyssey: Israel's Struggle for Security on the Front Lines
of Terrorism and Her Battle for Justice at the United Nations has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Lorraine Woodward:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Hague Odyssey: Israel's Struggle for Security on the Front Lines of
Terrorism and Her Battle for Justice at the United Nations book is readable by simply you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding The Hague
Odyssey: Israel's Struggle for Security on the Front Lines of Terrorism and Her Battle for Justice at the
United Nations content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking The Hague
Odyssey: Israel's Struggle for Security on the Front Lines of Terrorism and Her Battle for Justice at the
United Nations is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Geraldine Carlson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Hague Odyssey: Israel's Struggle for Security on the Front Lines of
Terrorism and Her Battle for Justice at the United Nations can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Christina Harper:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and



information from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source which filled update of news.
In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the The Hague Odyssey: Israel's Struggle for Security on the Front Lines of Terrorism and Her
Battle for Justice at the United Nations when you essential it?
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