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In his most deeply personal work, religious scholar Needleman cuts a clear path through today?s
clamorous debates over the existence of God, illuminating an entirely new way of approaching the
question of how to understand a higher power.

I n this new book, philosopher Jacob Needleman? whose voice and ideas have done so much to open the
West to esoteric and Eastern religious ideas in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries?intimately considers
humanity?s most vital question: What is God?

Needleman begins by taking us more than a half century into the past, to his own experience as a brilliant,
promising, Ivyeducated student of philosophy?atheistic, existential, and unwilling to blindly accept childish
religiosity. But an unsettling meeting with the venerated Zen teacher D. T. Suzuki, combined with the
sudden need to accept a dreary position teaching the philosophy of religion, forced the young academician to
look more closely at the religious ideas he had once thought dead. Within traditional religious texts the
scholar discovered a core of esoteric and philosophical ideas, more mature and challenging than anything he
had ever associated with Judaism, Christianity, and the religions of the East.

At the same time, Needleman came to realize?as he shares with the reader?that ideas and words are not
enough. Ideas and words, no matter how profound, cannot prevent hatred, arrogance, and ultimate despair,
and cannot prevent our individual lives from descending into violence and illusion. And with this insight,
Needleman begins to open the reader to a new kind of understanding: The inner realization that in order to
lead the lives we were intended for, the very nature of human experience must change, including the very
structure of our perception and indeed the very structure of our minds.

In What Is God?, Needleman draws us closer to the meaning and nature of this needed change?and shows
how our present confusion about the purpose of religion and the concept of God reflects a widespread
psychological starvation for this specific quality of thought and experience. In rich and varied detail, the
book describes this inner experience?and how almost all of us, atheists and ?believers? alike, actually have
been visited by it, but without understanding what it means and why the intentional cultivation of this quality
of experience is necessary for the fullness of our existence.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Ruiz:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This What Is God? is our recommendation so
you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Jack Godina:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this What Is God? book because this book
offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Eddie Patten:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a reserve. The book What Is God? it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Selma Lang:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's internal or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to at this time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not
important, boring and also can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very
important for yourself. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this What Is God? can make you feel more interested to
read.
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