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The magisterial official life of Britain's complex and misunderstood former prime minister, which offers a
fundamental reassessment of his reputation.

Edward Heath was at the centre of British political life for much of the second half of the twentieth century.
Entering the House of Commons in 1950, he served as a whip and a minister before becoming Leader of the
Conservative Party and Prime Minister from 1970 to 1974. But today he is largely a forgotten figure,
eclipsed by his more celebrated successor, Margaret Thatcher.

In this masterly official biography, distinguished historian Philip Ziegler offers a timely reassessment of
Heath's remarkable political career. With exclusive access to personal papers unavailable to previous
biographers he presents the first fully rounded portrait of our most enigmatic former prime minister.

Beginning with Heath's early years - his childhood in Kent, student days in pre-war Oxford, wartime military
service and short business career before he immersed himself in politics - Ziegler goes on to chart Heath's
effortless rise through the ranks of the Conservative Party. He brilliantly captures Heath's rivalry with Harold
Wilson and the supreme drama of 1974 - the year of two elections and a hung parliament - with its uncanny
parallels for our own times.

Politics consumed Heath's life but he nonetheless found time for other pursuits, becoming an accomplished
conductor and an internationally successful yachtsman. The book explores Heath's endlessly fascinating
personality and casts fresh light on the financial affairs and private life of this most complex of political
leaders.

Heath's later years were blighted by the 'long sulk', as he failed to come to terms with losing the leadership to
Margaret Thatcher. But this should not disguise his considerable achievements. He helped to transform the
Conservative Party, and by securing Britain's historic entry into Europe, the high point of his career, he
arguably changed the lives of the British people more fundamentally than any prime minister since Winston
Churchill
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Jones:

With other case, little persons like to read book Edward Heath: The Authorised Biography. You can choose
the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book
Edward Heath: The Authorised Biography. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world
with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible
to know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Arthur Seaton:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if
those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Edward Heath: The Authorised Biography as your daily
resource information.

Beverly Hill:

The book untitled Edward Heath: The Authorised Biography contain a lot of information on the idea. The
writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so
do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
will take you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read on
your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Dona Henry:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Edward Heath: The Authorised Biography this publication consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some study when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.
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