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Rhetoric is the art of speech and persuasion, the study of argument and, in Classical times, an essential
component in the education of the citizen. For rhetoricians, politics is a skill to be performed and not merely
observed. Yet in modern democracies we often suspect political speech of malign intent and remain
uncertain how properly to interpret and evaluate it. Public arguments are easily dismissed as ‘mere rhetoric’
rather than engaged critically, with citizens encouraged to be passive consumers of a media spectacle rather
than active participants in a political dialogue.

This volume provides a clear and instructive introduction to the skills of the rhetorical arts. It surveys
critically the place of rhetoric in contemporary public life and assesses its virtues as a tool of political theory.
Questions about power and identity in the practices of political communication remain central to the
rhetorical tradition: how do we know that we are not being manipulated by those who seek to persuade us?
Only a grasp of the techniques of rhetoric and an understanding of how they manifest themselves in
contemporary politics, argues the author, can guide us in answering these perennial questions.

Politics and Rhetoric draws together in a comprehensive and highly accessible way relevant ideas from
discourse analysis, classical rhetoric updated to a modern setting, relevant issues in contemporary political
theory, and numerous carefully chosen examples and issues from current politics. It will be essential reading
for all students of politics and political communications.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Self:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Politics and Rhetoric: A Critical Introduction. Try to make the book Politics
and Rhetoric: A Critical Introduction as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you
truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So ,
we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Colleen Nguyen:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Politics and Rhetoric: A Critical Introduction this publication consist a lot
of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Stephanie Armstrong:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Politics and Rhetoric: A Critical Introduction
can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare
time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

Julie Gibson:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top collection in your reading list is actually Politics and Rhetoric: A Critical Introduction. This book
and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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