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Firmly situated within the analytics of the political economy of a north Indian province, this book explores
self-fashioning in pursuit of the modern amongst low-caste Chamars. Challenging existing accounts of
national modernity in the non-West, the book argues that subaltern classes shape their own ideas about
modernity by taking and rejecting from models of other classes within the same national context. While
displacing the West — in its colonial and non-colonial manifestations — as the immanent comparative
focus, the book puts forward a unique framework for the analysis of subaltern modernity. This builds on the
entanglements between two main trajectories, both of which are viewed as the outcome of the generative
impetus of modernisation in India: the first consists of the Chamar appropriation of socio-cultural
distinctions forged by 19th-century Indian middle classes in their encounter with colonial modernity; the
second features the Chamar subversion of high-caste ideals and practices as a result of low-caste politics
initiated during the 20th century. The author contends that these conflicting trends give rise to a temporal
antinomy within the Chamar politics of self-making, caught up between compulsions of a past modern and of
a contemporary one. The eclectic outcome is termed as ‘retro-modernity’. While the book signals a politics
of becoming whose dynamics had previously been overlooked by scholars, it simultaneously opens up novel
avenues for the understanding of non-elite modern life-forms in postcolonial settings.

The book will interest scholars of anthropology, South Asian studies, development studies, gender studies,
political science and postcolonial studies.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Hickox:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This Retro-modern India: Forging the Low-caste Self (Exploring the
Political in South Asia) book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that
want to deliver to you. The writer regarding Retro-modern India: Forging the Low-caste Self (Exploring the
Political in South Asia) content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking Retro-modern
India: Forging the Low-caste Self (Exploring the Political in South Asia) is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Roberto Senn:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is Retro-
modern India: Forging the Low-caste Self (Exploring the Political in South Asia).

Amanda Bell:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Retro-modern India: Forging
the Low-caste Self (Exploring the Political in South Asia) that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all
you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Retro-modern India: Forging the Low-
caste Self (Exploring the Political in South Asia) become your starter.

Lawrence Shults:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Retro-modern India: Forging the Low-
caste Self (Exploring the Political in South Asia) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to
see it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
available a book and learn it. Beside that the book Retro-modern India: Forging the Low-caste Self



(Exploring the Political in South Asia) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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