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Adapts Mikhail Bakhtin's theory of the grotesque, as well as the latest in gender and psychoanalytic
theory, to the major works of acclaimed southern writer Carson McCullers.

This innovative reconsideration of the themes of Carson McCullers's fiction argues that her work has
heretofore suffered under the pall of narrow gothic interpretations, obscuring a more subversive agenda. By
examining McCullers’s major novels—The Heart is a Lonely Hunter, Reflections in a Golden Eye, The
Member of the Wedding, and The Ballad of the Sad Café—Gleeson-White locates a radical and specific form
of the grotesque in the author's fiction: the liberating and redemptive possibilities of errant gender roles and
shifting sexuality. She does this by employing Bakhtin's theory of the grotesque, which is both affirming and
revolutionary, and thereby moves McCullers's texts beyond the 'gloom and doom' with which they have been
charged for over fifty years.

The first chapter explores female adolescence by focusing on McCullers's tomboys in the context of
oppressive southern womanhood. The second chapter analyzes McCullers's fascinating struggle to depict
homosexual desire outside of traditional stereotypes. Gleeson-White then examines McCullers's portrayals of
feminine and masculine gender through the tropes of cross-dressing, transvestism, and masquerade. The final
chapter takes issue with earlier readings of androgyny in the texts to suggest a more useful concept
McCullers herself called "the hybrid." Underpinning the whole study is the idea of a provocative, dynamic
form of the grotesque that challenges traditional categories of normal and abnormal.

Because the characters and themes of McCullers's fiction were created in the 1940s and 1950s, a time of
tension between the changing status of women and the southern ideal of womanhood, they are particularly
fertile ground for a modern reexamination of this nature. Gleeson-White's study will be valued by scholars of
American literature and gender and queer studies, by students of psychology, by academic libraries, and by
readers of Carson McCullers. Strange Bodies is a thoughtful, highly credible analysis that adds dimension to
the study of southern literature.
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From reader reviews:

Albert Christensen:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one
together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Strange Bodies: Gender and
Identity in the Novels of Carson McCullers is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Elliot Weber:

The book Strange Bodies: Gender and Identity in the Novels of Carson McCullers will bring that you the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event
you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Strange Bodies: Gender and Identity
in the Novels of Carson McCullers is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Emily Scott:

The e-book with title Strange Bodies: Gender and Identity in the Novels of Carson McCullers includes a lot
of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That
is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Tonya Quick:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
you personally is Strange Bodies: Gender and Identity in the Novels of Carson McCullers this guide consist a
lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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