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`there are half a million more women than men in this unhappy country of ours . . . So many odd women - no
making a pair with them.'

The idea of the superfluity of unmarried women was one the `New Woman' novels of the 1890s sought to
challenge. But in The Odd Women (1893) Gissing satirizes the prevailing literary image of the `New
Woman' and makes the point that unmarried women were generally viewed less as noble and romantic
figures than as `odd' and marginal in relation to the ideal of womanhood itself. Set in grimy, fog-ridden
London, these `odd' women range from the idealistic, financially self-sufficient
Mary Barfoot and Rhoda Nunn, who run a school to train young women in office skills for work, to the
Madden sisters struggling to subsist in low-paid jobs and experiencing little comfort or pleasure in their
lives. Yet it is for the youngest Madden sister's marriage that the novel reserves its most sinister
critique.

With superb detachment Gissing captures contemporary society's ambivalence towards its own period of
transition. The Odd Women is a novel engaged with all the major sexual and social issues of the late-
nineteenth century. Judged by contemporary reviewers as equal to Zola and Ibsen, Gissing was seen to have
produced an `intensely modern' work and it is perhaps for this reason that the issues it raises remain the
subject of contemporary debate.

*Introduction *Textual Note *Bibliography *Chronology *Explanatory Notes *Map
ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of
literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much
more.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Callaway:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy
read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the The Odd Women (Oxford
World's Classics) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Nathan Marker:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Odd Women (Oxford World's Classics) your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word
written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to.
The The Odd Women (Oxford World's Classics) giving you an additional experience more than blown away
your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Christopher Mueller:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to
be study. The Odd Women (Oxford World's Classics) can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who
have those short time problems.

Katrina White:

The book untitled The Odd Women (Oxford World's Classics) contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author
provides you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.
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