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The Persistence of Victorian Liberalism examines the question of where to locate the ideological break
between classical liberalism and the underlying principles of the modern Welfare State. While most
historians of 19th century Britain argue that such a shift occurred prior to 1900, Haggard challenges the
contention that classical liberalism had been so undermined by this point that the modern Welfare State was
largely inevitable. He considers the public discussion of progress, poverty, charity, socialism, and social
reform, and he concludes that the vast majority of the Victorian middle and upper classes remained wedded
to the tenets of classical liberalism up to the close of the century.

In contrast to traditional characterizations, Haggard argues that progress, individualism, and character
continued to resonate within Victorian society throughout the late Victorian period. Private philanthropy
grew increasingly active as a remedy to urban poverty. The London Socialist movement, the New Unionism,
the Independent Labour Party, and the New Liberalism, each proponents of socialistic reforms, found
themselves marginalized politically. The key to the social debates of the day was the concept of the
deserving versus the undeserving poor. Although the deserving might expect some private or public aid, the
undeserving were to be punished for their lack of character. Until this notion was overturned, the Welfare
State would remain outside the realm of practical politics.
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From reader reviews:

Cheree Kramer:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is known
to us that book is very important for people. The book The Persistence of Victorian Liberalism: The Politics
of Social Reform in Britain, 1870-1900 (Contributions to the Study of World History) had been making you
to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The e-book The Persistence of Victorian Liberalism: The Politics of Social Reform in Britain, 1870-1900
(Contributions to the Study of World History) is not only giving you far more new information but also
being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to
make relationship together with the book The Persistence of Victorian Liberalism: The Politics of Social
Reform in Britain, 1870-1900 (Contributions to the Study of World History). You never feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Margaret Velasquez:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The
Persistence of Victorian Liberalism: The Politics of Social Reform in Britain, 1870-1900 (Contributions to
the Study of World History), you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Douglas Brownlee:

Often the book The Persistence of Victorian Liberalism: The Politics of Social Reform in Britain, 1870-1900
(Contributions to the Study of World History) has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after
scanning this book.

Richard Starkes:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you go through a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The The



Persistence of Victorian Liberalism: The Politics of Social Reform in Britain, 1870-1900 (Contributions to
the Study of World History) will give you new experience in reading a book.
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