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The Mississippi River was a strategic priority for the Union army from the outset of the American Civil War.
By controlling the Mississippi, the North’s military forces could effectively split the Confederacy in two and
create economic and logistical havoc for Confederate supply lines that relied on river transportation. A
number of battles were fought for control of the Mississippi, and ultimately the combination of Union troops
supported by Federal gunboats and armored paddle steamers culminated in the surrender of Port Hudson in
July 1863 and Union dominance over the Mississippi waterways.

            The Battle of Memphis was one such fray waged for control of the Mississippi. It was a major victory
for the Union, one that was over almost before it began because of luck and lessons the Union fleet learned at
a hard-fought battle with the Confederate River Defense Fleet at Plum Point. Perhaps owing to its swift
conclusion, the Battle of Memphis has not received the scholarly attention of other battles, such as Vicksburg
and Forts Henry and Donelson. In To Retain Command of the Mississippi, Edward B. McCaul Jr. argues that
the Battle of Memphis was pivotal in the Union’s efforts to control the Mississippi River. The Union
command, by narrowly escaping defeat at Plum Point, learned invaluable lessons about the Confederate
River Defense Fleet and masterfully enacted those lessons in decisively defeating the Confederate fleet at
Memphis. With the Confederacy’s river forces severely crippled after the Battle of Memphis, the Union
fleets pushed onward to eventual victory at Vicksburg.

            McCaul brings this pivotal river battle back into the American Civil War discussion by highlighting
the Union gains and Confederate losses that led up to the Battle of Memphis and maintaining that had the
battle gone differently, Grant’s plans for taking Vicksburg would have been drastically altered

 

Edward B. McCaul Jr. is Assistant Dean for Curriculum and Assessment in the College of Engineering at
The Ohio State University. He is the author of The Mechanical Fuze and the Advance of Artillery in the Civil
War, and his articles have appeared in Military History, Vietnam, and Aviation History.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Davis:

The event that you get from To Retain Command of the Mississippi: The Civil War Naval Campaign for
Memphis could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but To Retain Command of the
Mississippi: The Civil War Naval Campaign for Memphis giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular To Retain Command of the Mississippi:
The Civil War Naval Campaign for Memphis instantly.

Rodney Richardson:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long to reading a
e-book. The book To Retain Command of the Mississippi: The Civil War Naval Campaign for Memphis it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but
this book features high quality.

Ethelyn Allen:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This To Retain Command of the Mississippi:
The Civil War Naval Campaign for Memphis can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Rosario Jones:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book To Retain Command of the Mississippi: The
Civil War Naval Campaign for Memphis was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book To Retain Command of the Mississippi: The Civil War Naval Campaign for Memphis has many kinds
or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read
and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any
it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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