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In 1830 philosopher Auguste Comte coined the term altruism to provide a general definition for the act of
selflessly caring for others. But does this modern conception of sacrificing one's own interests for the well-
being of others apply to the charitable behaviors encouraged by all world religions? In Altruism in World
Religions prominent scholars from an array of religious perspectives probe the definition of altruism to
determine whether it is a category that serves to advance the study of religion.

Exploring a range of philosophical and religious thought from Greco-Roman philia to Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam, from Hinduism in India to Buddhism and the religions of China and Japan, the authors find that
altruism becomes problematic when applied to religious studies because it is, in fact, a concept absent from
religion. Chapters on Judaism, Christianity, and Islam reveal that followers of these religions cannot
genuinely perform self-sacrificing acts because God has promised to reward every good deed. Moreover, the
separation between the self and the other that self-sacrifice necessarily implies, runs counter to Buddhist
thought, which makes no such distinction.

By challenging our assumptions about the act of self-sacrifice as it relates to religious teachings, the authors
have shown altruism to be more of a secular than religious notion. At the same time, their findings highlight
how charitable acts operate with the values and structures of the religions studied.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Gaines:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Altruism in World Religions.

James Brown:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent the entire day to reading a book. The book Altruism in World Religions it is very good to read.
There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Rosalie Castillo:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Altruism in World Religions can give
you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and
make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different
make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Altruism in World Religions.

Benjamin Herrera:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Altruism in World Religions was filled regarding science. Spend your free time
to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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