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In 1341 in Aragon, a Jewish convert to Christianity was sentenced to death, only to be pulled from the
burning stake and into a formal religious interrogation. His confession was as astonishing to his inquisitors as
his brush with mortality is to us: the condemned man described a Jewish conspiracy to persuade recent
converts to denounce their newfound Christian faith. His claims were corroborated by witnesses and became
the catalyst for a series of trials that unfolded over the course of the next twenty months. Between Christian
and Jew closely analyzes these events, which Paola Tartakoff considers paradigmatic of inquisitorial
proceedings against Jews in the period. The trials also serve as the backbone of her nuanced consideration of
Jewish conversion to Christianity—and the unwelcoming Christian response to Jewish conversions—during
a period that is usually celebrated as a time of relative interfaith harmony.

The book lays bare the intensity of the mutual hostility between Christians and Jews in medieval Spain.
Tartakoff's research reveals that the majority of Jewish converts of the period turned to baptism in order to
escape personal difficulties, such as poverty, conflict with other Jews, or unhappy marriages. They often met
with a chilly reception from their new Christian brethren, making it difficult to integrate into Christian
society. Tartakoff explores Jewish antagonism toward Christians and Christianity by examining the aims and
techniques of Jews who sought to re-Judaize apostates as well as the Jewish responses to inquisitorial
prosecution during an actual investigation. Prosecutions such as the 1341 trial were understood by papal
inquisitors to be in defense of Christianity against perceived Jewish attacks, although Tartakoff shows that
Christian fears about Jewish hostility were often exaggerated. Drawing together the accounts of Jews, Jewish
converts, and inquisitors, this cultural history offers a broad study of interfaith relations in medieval Iberia.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Walters:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Between Christian
and Jew: Conversion and Inquisition in the Crown of Aragon, 1250-1391 (The Middle Ages Series) suitable
to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled Between Christian
and Jew: Conversion and Inquisition in the Crown of Aragon, 1250-1391 (The Middle Ages Series)is a
single of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of
this book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world within this book.

William Davis:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Between Christian and Jew: Conversion and Inquisition in the Crown of Aragon, 1250-
1391 (The Middle Ages Series), you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Lorenzo Lowe:

The guide with title Between Christian and Jew: Conversion and Inquisition in the Crown of Aragon, 1250-
1391 (The Middle Ages Series) contains a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of
profit after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the
world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-
book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Elisa Dumont:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Between Christian and Jew: Conversion and Inquisition in the Crown of Aragon, 1250-1391 (The Middle
Ages Series) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then
become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The Between



Christian and Jew: Conversion and Inquisition in the Crown of Aragon, 1250-1391 (The Middle Ages
Series) giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for
your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind
will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try
this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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