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Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3, University of
Freiburg, course: HS American Classics of the 19th Century, 13 entries in the bibliography, language:
English, abstract: When he was engaged to marry Sophia Amelia Peabody, a painter who copied the works
of famed contemporaries with “widespread praise”, Nathaniel Hawthorne was awaiting two pictures she had
produced “expressly for him.” (both GOLLIN 2001: 114)1 In a letter he assured her:

I never owned a picture in my life; yet pictures have always been among the earthly possessions (and they
are spiritual possessions too) which I most coveted. (…) I have often felt as if I could be a painter, only I am
sure I could never handle a brush;– now my Dove will show me the images of my inward eye, beautiful and
etherealized by her own spirit. (GOLLIN 2001: 115)

This essay will first try to outline whether these lines are just flattery or in how far the visual arts really
played an important role in Hawthorne’s life, and since Hawthorne was of course quite able himself to lay
out before the world the images of his inward eye with great success, it will then try to show what visual
techniques Hawthorne incorporated in his work, particularly in his classic The Scarlet Letter. It will be seen
that, rather than creating a colorful tableau, as Hawthorne was also capable of doing in other tales (GOLLIN
1991: 53)2, he creates an atmosphere in The Scarlet Letter in which “the color pattern (…) is essentially a
contrast of red against black” (MATTHIESSEN 1945: 265)3, while the truly dominant technique Hawthorne
puts to use is chiaroscuro, the application of light and shade.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Freed:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Light at Play in Nathaniel Hawthorne's 'The
Scarlet Letter' was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information.
It is extremely advantages for you. The guide Light at Play in Nathaniel Hawthorne's 'The Scarlet Letter' is
not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You
can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book Light at Play
in Nathaniel Hawthorne's 'The Scarlet Letter'. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Wendy Poston:

This Light at Play in Nathaniel Hawthorne's 'The Scarlet Letter' is great publication for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can point out no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Light at Play in Nathaniel Hawthorne's 'The Scarlet Letter' in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or
fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic
do you still doubt that will?

Seth Sutherland:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Light at Play in Nathaniel
Hawthorne's 'The Scarlet Letter' which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Keith Lugo:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
known as of book Light at Play in Nathaniel Hawthorne's 'The Scarlet Letter'. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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