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An essential, comprehensive, and accessible guide to the life and works of Machiavelli.

In On Machiavelli: The Search for Glory, Alan Ryan illuminates the political and philosophical complexities
of the often-reviled godfather of realpolitik. Thought by some to be the founder of Italian nationalism,
regarded by others to be a reviver of the Roman Republic as a model for the modern Western world,
Machiavelli remains a contentious figure. Often outraging popular opinion with his insistence on the amoral
nature of power, Machiavelli eschewed the world as it ought to be in favor of a forthright appraisal of the one
that is. Perhaps more than any other thinker, Machiavelli has suffered from being taken out of context, and
Ryan places him squarely within his own time and the politics of a Renaissance Italy riven by near-constant
warfare among rival city-states and the papacy.

A well-educated son of Florence, Machiavelli was originally in charge of the Florentine Republic’s militia,
but in 1512 the city fell to papal forces led by Cardinal Giovanni de Medici, who thus restored the Medici
family to power. Machiavelli was accused of conspiracy, imprisoned, tortured, and eventually exiled from
his beloved Florence, and it was during this period that he produced his most famous works. While
attempting to ingratiate himself to the Medicis, the historically minded Machiavelli looked to the imperial
ambitions and past glories of the Roman Republic as a contrast to the perceived failures of his
contemporaries.

For Machiavelli, the hunger for power and glory was inextricable from human nature, and any serious
attempt to rule must take this into account. In his revolutionary The Prince and Discourses—both excerpted
here—Machiavelli created the first truly modern analysis of power.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Holt:

The book On Machiavelli: The Search for Glory (Liveright Classics) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book On
Machiavelli: The Search for Glory (Liveright Classics)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book On Machiavelli: The Search for Glory (Liveright Classics) has simple shape but you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Cleveland Wheeler:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This On Machiavelli: The Search for Glory (Liveright
Classics) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Joseph Asher:

This On Machiavelli: The Search for Glory (Liveright Classics) are generally reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this On Machiavelli: The Search for Glory
(Liveright Classics) can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your before
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed types. Beside that this On Machiavelli: The Search for Glory (Liveright Classics) giving you an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful
in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Jason Faria:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this On Machiavelli: The Search for Glory (Liveright Classics), you can tells your family, friends and also



soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.
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