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What role did poetry, music, song, and dance play in the social and political life of the ancient Greek city?
How did philosophy respond to, position itself against, and articulate its own ambitions in relation to the
poetic tradition? How did ancient philosophers theorize and envision alternatives to fourth-century Athenian
democracy? The City and the Stage poses such questions in a study of the Laws, Platos last, longest, and
unfinished philosophical dialogue. Reading the Laws in its literary, historical, and philosophical contexts,
this book offers a new interpretation of Platos final dialogue with the Greek poetic tradition and an
exploration of the dialectic between philosophy and mimetic art. Although Plato is often thought hostile to
poetry and famously banishes mimetic art from the ideal city of the Republic, The City and the Stage shows
that in his final work Plato made a striking about-face, proposing to rehabilitate Athenian performance
culture and envisaging a city, Magnesia, in which poetry, music, song, and dance are instrumental in the
cultivation of philosophical virtues. Platos views of the performative properties of music, dance, and poetic
language, and the psychological underpinnings of aesthetic experience receive systematic treatment in this
book for the first time. The social role of literary criticism, the power of genres to influence a society and
lead to specific kinds of constitutions, performance as a mechanism of gender construction, and the position
of women in ancient Greek performance culture are central themes throughout this study. A wide-ranging
examination of ancient Greek philosophy and fourth-century intellectual culture, The City and the Stage will
be of significance to anyone interested in ancient Greek literature, performance, and Platonic philosophy in
its historical contexts.
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From reader reviews:

Bonnie Daves:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This The City and the Stage:
Performance, Genre, and Gender in Platos Laws is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Aaron Eldred:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you
have read is actually The City and the Stage: Performance, Genre, and Gender in Platos Laws.

Andrea Whitt:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The City and the Stage: Performance, Genre, and Gender in Platos Laws your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The The City and the Stage: Performance, Genre, and
Gender in Platos Laws giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving
you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Tara Reynolds:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for you is
The City and the Stage: Performance, Genre, and Gender in Platos Laws this e-book consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown
up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some study when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.
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