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In his famous and influential book Travels, the naturalist William Bartram described the St. Johns riverfront
in east Florida as an idyllic, untouched paradise. Bartram’s account was based on a journey he took down the
river in 1774. Or was it?

Historians have relied upon the integrity of the information in William Bartram's Travels for centuries, often
concluding from it that the British (the colonial power from 1763 to 1783) had not engaged in large-scale
land development in Florida. However, the well-documented truth is that the St. Johns riverfront was not in a
state of unspoiled nature in 1774; it was instead the scene of drained wetlands and ambitious agricultural
developments including numerous successful farms and plantations. Unsuccessful settlements could also be
found, William Bartram's own foundered venture among them.

Evidence for the existence of these settlements can still be found in archives in the United Kingdom and in
the family papers of the descendants of British East Florida settlers and absentee landowners. So why did
Bartram choose to erase them from history? Was his insistence on a pristine paradise in Travels based on an
early expedition that he and his father, the botanist John Bartram, conducted in 1764–65? Was his distaste
for development a result of bitterness and shame over his own failed settlement? Daniel Schafer explores all
of these questions in this intriguing book, reconstructing the sights and colorful stories of the St. Johns
riverfront that Bartram rejected in favor of an illusory wilderness. At last, the full story of William Bartram's
famous journey and the histories of the plantations he "ghosted" are uncovered in this eminently readable,
highly informative, and extremely entertaining volume.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Baker:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled William Bartram and the Ghost Plantations of British East Florida. Try to
make book William Bartram and the Ghost Plantations of British East Florida as your friend. It means that it
can to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you
can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Pedro Dillon:

The book William Bartram and the Ghost Plantations of British East Florida can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like
a book William Bartram and the Ghost Plantations of British East Florida? A number of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book William Bartram and the Ghost Plantations of British East Florida
has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Kimberly Mason:

Typically the book William Bartram and the Ghost Plantations of British East Florida has a lot info on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Ron Taylor:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this William Bartram and the Ghost
Plantations of British East Florida e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt William
Bartram and the Ghost Plantations of British East Florida as good book not merely by the cover but also by
content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing a different
sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to
a different sixth sense.
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