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Since the 1980s,
when the War on Drugs kicked into high gear and prison populations soared, the
increase in women’s rate of incarceration has steadily outpaced that of men. As
a result, women’s prisons in the US have suffered perhaps the most drastically
from the overcrowding and recurrent budget crises that have plagued the penal
system since harsher drugs laws came into effect. In Breaking Women,
Jill A. McCorkel draws upon four years of on-the-ground research in a major US
women’s prison to uncover why tougher drug policies have so greatly affected
those incarcerated there, and how the very nature of punishment in women’s
detention centers has been deeply altered as a result.

 

Through
compelling interviews with prisoners and state personnel, McCorkel reveals that
popular so-called “habilitation” drug treatment programs force women to accept
a view of themselves as inherently damaged, aberrant addicts in order to secure
an earlier release. These programs were created as a way to enact stricter
punishments on female drug offenders while remaining sensitive to their
perceived feminine needs for treatment, yet they instead work to enforce
stereotypes of deviancy that ultimately humiliate and degrade the women. The
prisoners are left feeling lost and alienated in the end, and many never truly
address their addiction as the programs’ organizers may have hoped. A
fascinating and yet sobering study, Breaking Women foregrounds the
gendered and racialized assumptions
behind tough-on-crime policies while offering a vivid account of how the
contemporary penal system impacts individual lives.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Kern:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important usually. The book Breaking Women: Gender, Race, and the New Politics of
Imprisonment ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take
more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Breaking Women: Gender, Race, and the New
Politics of Imprisonment is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when
you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
with all the book Breaking Women: Gender, Race, and the New Politics of Imprisonment. You never truly
feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Franklin Richter:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Breaking Women:
Gender, Race, and the New Politics of Imprisonment suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-
known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Breaking Women: Gender, Race, and the New Politics
of Imprisonmentis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now.
So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Elmo Bragg:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, ya think
reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can have the e-
book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Breaking Women: Gender, Race, and the New
Politics of Imprisonment which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

William Sam:

You can get this Breaking Women: Gender, Race, and the New Politics of Imprisonment by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can
you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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