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"It's a great irony that Israel was more secure as an idea than it's ever been as a nation with an army."

In AD 70, when the Second Temple was destroyed, a handful of visionaries saved Judaism by reinventing
it—by taking what had been a national religion, identified with a particular place, and turning it into an idea.
Jews no longer needed Jerusalem to be Jews. Whenever a Jew studied—wherever he was—he would be in
the holy city. In this way, a few rabbis turned a real city into a city of the mind; in this way, they turned the
Temple into a book and preserved their faith. Though you can burn a city, you cannot sack an idea or kill a
book. But in our own time, Zionists have turned the book back into a

temple. And unlike an idea, a temple can be destroyed. The creation of Israel has made Jews vulnerable in a
way they have not been for two thousand years.

In Israel Is Real, Rich Cohen's superb new history of the Zionist idea and the Jewish state—the history of a
nation chronicled as if it were the biography of a person—he brings to life dozens of fascinating figures, each
driven by the same impulse: to reach Jerusalem. From false messiahs such as David Alroy (Cohen calls him
the first superhero, with his tallis as a cape) and Sabbatai Zevi, who led thousands on a mad spiritual journey,
to the early Zionists (many of them failed journalists), to the iconic figures of modern Jewish Sparta, David
Ben-Gurion, Golda Meir, Yitzhak Rabin, and Ariel Sharon, Cohen shows how all these lives together form a
single story, a single life. In this unique book, Cohen examines the myth of the wandering Jew, the paradox
of Jewish power (how can you be both holy and nuclear?), and the triumph and tragedy of the Jewish
state—how the creation of modern Israel has changed what it means to be a Jew anywhere.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Hill:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Israel Is Real: An
Obsessive Quest to Understand the Jewish Nation and Its History suitable to you? The book was written by
well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Israel Is Real: An Obsessive Quest to Understand
the Jewish Nation and Its Historyis the one of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Allan Kean:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get great deal
of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have read is actually
Israel Is Real: An Obsessive Quest to Understand the Jewish Nation and Its History.

Larry Cain:

Israel Is Real: An Obsessive Quest to Understand the Jewish Nation and Its History can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into joy
arrangement in writing Israel Is Real: An Obsessive Quest to Understand the Jewish Nation and Its History
but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial
considering.

Oliver Gerling:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Israel Is Real: An Obsessive Quest to Understand the Jewish Nation and



Its History can make you sense more interested to read.
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