
The Cold War: The United States and the Soviet
Union, 1917-1991

Ronald E. Powaski

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=B00AX529HO
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=B00AX529HO
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=B00AX529HO


The Cold War: The United States and the Soviet Union, 1917-
1991

Ronald E. Powaski

The Cold War: The United States and the Soviet Union, 1917-1991 Ronald E. Powaski
For half of the twentieth century, the Cold War gripped the world. International relations everywhere--and
domestic policy in scores of nations--pivoted around this central point, the American-Soviet rivalry. Even
today, much of the world's diplomacy grapples with chaos created by the Cold War's sudden disappearance.
Here indeed is a subject that defies easy understanding. Now comes a definitive account, a startlingly fresh,
clear eyed, comprehensive history of our century's longest struggle.
In The Cold War, Ronald E. Powaski offers a new perspective on the great rivalry, even as he provides a
coherent, concise narrative. He wastes no time in challenging the reader to think of the Cold War in new
ways, arguing that the roots of the conflict are centuries old, going back to Czarist Russia and to the very
infancy of the American nation. He shows that both Russia and America were expansionist nations with
messianic complexes, and the people of both nations believed they possessed a unique mission in history.
Except for a brief interval in 1917, Americans perceived the Russian government (whether Czarist or
Bolshevik) as despotic; Russians saw the United States as conspiring to prevent it from reaching its place in
the sun. U.S. military intervention in Russia's civil war, with the aim of overthrowing Lenin's upstart regime,
entrenched Moscow's fears. Soviet American relations, difficult before World War II--when both nations
were relatively weak militarily and isolated from world affairs--escalated dramatically after both nations
emerged as the world's major military powers. Powaski paints a portrait of the spiraling tensions with stark
clarity, as each new development added to the rivalry: the Marshall Plan, the communist coup in
Czechoslovakia, the Berlin blockade, the formation of NATO, the first Soviet nuclear test. In this
atmosphere, Truman found it easy to believe that the Communist victory in China and the Korean War were
products of Soviet expansionism. He and his successors extended their own web of mutual defense treaties,
covert actions, and military interventions across the globe--from the Caribbean to the Middle East and,
finally to Southeast Asia, where containment famously foundered in the bog of Vietnam.
Powaski skillfully highlights the domestic politics, diplomatic maneuvers, and even psychological factors as
he untangles the knot that bound the two superpowers together in conflict. From the nuclear arms race, to the
impact of U.S. recognition of China on detente, to Brezhnev's inflexible persistence in competing with
America everywhere, he casts new light on familiar topics. Always judicious in his assessments, Powaski
gives due credit to Reagan and especially Bush in facilitating the Soviet collapse, but also notes that internal
economic failure, not outside pressure, proved decisive in the Communist failure. Perhaps most important, he
offers a clear eyed assessment of the lasting distortions the struggle wrought upon American institutions,
raising questions about whether anyone really won the Cold War. With clarity, fairness, and insight, he
offers the definitive account of our century's longest international rivalry.
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Park:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The Cold War: The United States and the Soviet Union,
1917-1991. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important some sort of book The Cold War: The United States and the Soviet Union, 1917-1991. You can
add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Barbara Lewis:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline The Cold
War: The United States and the Soviet Union, 1917-1991 suitable to you? The actual book was written by
famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Cold War: The United States and the Soviet Union,
1917-1991is the main of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in
the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Hazel Gannon:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this The Cold War: The United States and the Soviet Union, 1917-1991, you are able to tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a book.

Louis Chavez:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your



knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
the The Cold War: The United States and the Soviet Union, 1917-1991 when you required it?
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