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Throughout the twentieth century, pop songs, magazine articles, plays, posters, and novels in the United
States represented intelligence alternately as empowering or threatening. In Inventing the Egghead, cultural
historian Aaron Lecklider offers a sharp, entertaining narrative of these sources to reveal how Americans
who were not part of the traditional intellectual class negotiated the complicated politics of intelligence
within an accelerating mass culture.

Central to the book is the concept of brainpower—a term used by Lecklider to capture the ways in which
journalists, writers, artists, and others invoked intelligence to embolden the majority of Americans who did
not have access to institutions of higher learning. Expressions of brainpower, Lecklider argues, challenged
the deeply embedded assumptions in society that intellectual capacity was the province of an educated elite,
and that the working class was unreservedly anti-intellectual. Amid changes in work, leisure, and domestic
life, brainpower became a means for social transformation in the modern United States. The concept thus
provides an exciting vantage point from which to make fresh assessments of ongoing debates over
intelligence and access to quality education.

Expressions of brainpower in the twentieth century engendered an uncomfortable paradox: they diminished
the value of intellectuals (the hapless egghead, for example) while establishing claims to intellectual
authority among ordinary women and men, including labor activists, women workers, and African
Americans. Reading across historical, literary, and visual media, Lecklider mines popular culture as an arena
where the brainpower of ordinary people was commonly invoked and frequently contested.
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From reader reviews:

Tamika Sheppard:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Inventing the Egghead: The Battle over Brainpower in American Culture.

Dewayne Campbell:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Inventing the Egghead: The
Battle over Brainpower in American Culture book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Joseph Vargas:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Inventing the Egghead: The Battle over Brainpower
in American Culture can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have
point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Inventing the Egghead: The Battle over Brainpower in American Culture.

Steve Franklin:

You will get this Inventing the Egghead: The Battle over Brainpower in American Culture by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.
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